SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #16

I. Bible References

Proverbs 1-9

II. Preface

Solomon was said to be the wisest man of his time.  In this book, Solomon describes the characteristics God is looking for out of His people.  This book of wisdom aims to call us into a deeper relationship with God. It reveals to us that the word of God is our divine wisdom.  God is our wisdom. To attain wisdom, we should fear God and know His voice that calls out to us from above.  If we ignore His call, we are fools that will be forever separated from Him.  These first nine chapters explain the characteristic of wisdom.  It contrasts wisdom and foolishness while urging us to pursue the Lord.

III. Outline

A. Purpose and Theme (Proverbs 1)

· Solomon lays out the purpose of Proverbs

1. What is the purpose of Proverbs?

2. What is the difference between wisdom and intelligence?  How do we pursue wisdom?

B. Characteristic of Foolishness

· If we fail to heed the voice of wisdom, we will be plagued by the bad fruit that our sin produced. 

1. Who is the “she” that lifts her voice in the public squares? Why is she crying? (Proverbs 1)

2. List the characteristics of foolishness mentioned in chapter 1.

3. How will we end up if we fail to attain wisdom with persistence? (Proverbs 8:35-36, Romans 6:23)

4. How do we know when we are being foolish or when we’ve abandoned wisdom’s instruction?

C. There are six things which the Lord hates, seven which are an abomination to Him.  How do we stay away from bearing those fruits?

D. Characteristics of Wisdom

· This section also describes the characteristics of wisdom.  It shows us that wisdom is not only something we can have, but something we can experience.

1. Wise men should live peaceably with his neighbor.  How can we be wise and live peacefully when we face conflict in our lives?  (Philippians 2  also has some good suggestions)

2. Solomon advises us to bind kindness and truth around our necks so we will find favor and a good name in the eyes of others.  Is this always the case?  Have you ever been tempted to act otherwise?  How can we keep kindness and truth?

How can we gain wisdom in our daily lives?  (Proverbs 2 and maybe Matthew 7)

4.  Solomon tells us to heed the instructions of a father.  God is our heavenly father!  And we are told that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.  How can that be so?  What kind of “fear” is this?  

E. Sharing

Proverbs is a highly applicable and very practical book.  In these nine chapters, which proverbs are the ones that touch you the most?  Which proverbs have you experienced?  Share!

If we pay attention and live in awe of God’s power and not our own, and if we walk in God’s way and not our own way, we can experience real life and obtain wisdom. Listen to and respond to the voice from above.  There’s no other way to live wisely.  
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