SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #17


I. Bible References

Proverbs 10-14

II. Preface

Last week, we addressed how wisdom urges us to pursue the Lord. Responding to this call is the first step. For Christians to live and walk in this world, we need wisdom from above. Our Christian character is not something that appears instantaneously nor is it an improvement over our old nature. It is the development of the new life of Christ.  Through the building of the Christian character in each member, the house of God is built up. Proverbs 9:1 mentions the seven pillars of the house. In these next 3 weeks, we will examine and hopefully develop seven characteristics of Christ. 

III. Outline

A. Christ’s Characteristics: Righteous vs. Wickedness 

· Solomon mentioned that righteousness is the way of life.  Along this path, there is no death.

1. Define righteousness.
2. Why we need to be righteous? What benefits do we reap if we are righteous? (Proverbs 11:8 )

3. The wages of righteousness is life meaning you first need to be righteous (Proverbs 10:16).  But why does it say that the free gift of God is eternal life (Romans 6:23)?

4. Proverbs 10:21 talks about how righteousness feeds many.  How can our righteousness affect others?  What we do now may affect our lives and other lives if we live out righteousness?

5. The thoughts of the righteous are just (Proverbs 12:5).  How can we keep our thoughts “just” (Psalm 19:14)?

What does it mean to live out righteousness? (1 Timothy 6:11)  Practically, how can we be righteousness? (1 Corinthians 1:30)

6. The wages of sin is death and therefore disobeying the laws and decreed that God commands will lead to self-destruction. In the Old Testament, King Solomon ruined his kingdom by falling into wickedness. (Galatians 6:8)

7. What are some temptations that you face in your daily life?

8. How can we not fall into a trap or be attracted by the charm of sin? Share some of your battles that you have recently faced?

How does our wickedness affect our neighbor and our church (Proverbs 11:11)?

B. Christ’s Characteristics: Truthful vs. Lying 

· God values an honest heart and a tamed tongue.

1. Why should we be truthful? (Proverbs 14:5) 

2. How can we stay truthful in regards to our speech? (Proverbs13:3) 

3. How destructive are the words that come from our mouths? (James 3:6) 

4. What are some ways that can deliverer us from getting into trouble that are caused by our careless speech?(Proverbs 11:13)  

What can we do when we are tempted to lie?

C. Sharing

· Proverbs is a highly applicable and very practical book.  In these five chapters, which proverbs are the ones that touch you the most?  Which proverbs have you experienced?  Share!
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