SCA Bible Study:   Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #18


I. Bible References

Proverbs 15-19
II. Preface

When Christ walked on the earth, He gave us the ultimate model to follow. Although He had all authority and all power, He humbled himself to serve men in order to bear the accusations of those who hated Him, and to die for those who rejected Him.  In this lesson, we will address opposing ideals: love versus hate and humility versus pride. Verses and examples regarding these topics can be found throughout the Bible. Although we are studying Proverbs, feel free to bring up any verses that have touched you.
III. Outline

A. Christ’s Characteristics: Love vs. Hate 
· John 13:35 states that love is the way the world will know that we are His disciples.
1. What is love? Is Christian love different from worldly love?

2. What are some ways you have been shown love?  How have you shown others love?  Share your experiences.  (Proverbs 15:17)
3. How has the Lord shown His love?

4. Is there a difference between loving and being kind?
5. Through the process of building the Church, we inevitably come across brothers or sisters whose personality conflicts with our own.  How can we come to love them?  (Proverbs 10:12, 17:9, 1 Corinthians 13:5)
“A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity”. (Proverbs 17:17) What can you do this week to show love?
B. Christ’s Characteristics: Humility vs. Pride
· Pride was the cause of the first sin.  It does not need to be taught or acquired, but naturally appears in all humans.  However the Lord has told us to learn from Him, for He is gentle and humble (Matthew 11:29).
1. Are you prideful? What mistakes has your pride caused you to make? 
2. The Lord dislikes pride. (Proverbs 16:5)  Why?  (Proverbs 16:18)
3. What are the characteristics of humility?  (Proverbs 19:17, 19:20)

4. What are some examples of the Lord’s actions or teachings that show humility?

5. Many proverbs mention that before honor comes humility.  (Proverbs 15:33, 18:12)  How is this true?  (Philippians 2:5-7)  Give examples.
6. How can we count others better than ourselves when we see that they are below us in wisdom, in holiness, in natural gifts, or in grace received?
How can we conquer our pride?  (Proverbs 16:3; James 4:10; 1 Peter 5:6; Isaiah 57:15)
C. Sharing

· Proverbs is a highly applicable and very practical book.  In these five chapters, which proverbs are the ones that touch you the most?  Which proverbs have you experienced?  Share!
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