SCA Bible Study:   Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #19


I. Bible References

Proverbs 20-24
II. Preface

Last week, we covered the building of love and humility. In this week’s lesson, we continue with the development of diligence, graciousness, and discipline. Although we have mentioned these seven characteristics separately, in reality, they are all related. We cannot love more without showing more grace. Like an athlete training for a race, these characteristics need to be exercised daily so that we may receive the ultimate prize.
III. Outline

A. Christ’s Characteristics: Diligence vs. Sloth 
· Although some people may naturally be less lazy then others, when it comes to the matters of the Lord, we are all lazy. The Lord showed diligence in all matters, both large and small.
1. How many verses pertaining to laziness can you find?  (hint: a lot)

2. What causes laziness? What are the consequences of laziness?
3. How did Christ show diligence?

4. What are some good ways of preventing yourself from succumbing to laziness?
5. The Lord desires us to be diligent. Diligent regarding what matters?

6. How does the diligence that the Lord desires differs from the diligence practiced in other religions (bodily discipline)? (1 Timothy 4:7-8)
B. Christ’s Characteristics: Gracious vs. Cruel
· It is easy to nice and kind to the people we like. The Lord desires for us to be kind to all.
1. How was Christ gracious when He walked on the Earth? How has He shown you grace in this past week?
2. How can we show grace to one another?  How can we change so that our life might testify of His grace? (Proverbs 22:11, 24:17)
3. Is it easy to be gracious? What do we give up? What do we gain? 

C. Christ’s Characteristics: Discipline vs. Foolish 
· The Lord disciplines those He loves. (Hebrews 12:6)
1. What’s the difference between discipline and punishment? How can the Lord still be gracious while He disciplines? (Proverbs 22:15)
2. How has the Lord or your parents disciplined you? Are you ever too old to be disciplined? (Proverbs 15:5, 23:13)
3. What does it mean to be teachable? How can we have teachable hearts?
D. Sharing

· Proverbs is a highly applicable and very practical book.  In these five chapters, which proverbs are the ones that touch you the most?  Which proverbs have you experienced?  Share!
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