SCA Bible Study:   Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #20


I. Bible References

Proverbs 25-31
II. Preface

In the previous weeks, we have addressed how wisdom calls and wisdom builds. The product of responding to the calling and gaining Christ’s characteristics is that ‘wisdom strengthens. Wisdom strengthens, wisdom beautifies, wisdom overflows. But the strength and beauty that it gives are not those that the world desires. Rather, they are what the Lord finds beautiful. This section of Proverbs contains the proverbs of Solomon transcribed by the wise men of Hezekiah along with the words of Agur and Lemuel.
III. Outline

A. Ending of the proverbs of Solomon
· Chapters 25-29 continue the same imagery and comparison found the in the previous chapters. During the time of King Hezekiah, these words were used to instruct the Israelites.
1. Recall the condition of the Israelites during the reign of King Hezekiah (2 Kings 19)
2. Are the conditions during King Hezekiah’s time similar to the conditions of this present world?
3. Feel free to share on any topics that you want to address or readdress (such as those from previous weeks). Below lists a few suggestions:
a) Proverbs 25:16 – Are we over indulgent in anything? How can we find a balance?
b) Proverbs 25:21-22 – How can we apply this verse to our lives?  Have you ever experienced this verse? (Romans 12:20)

c) Proverbs 26:11 – We all make mistakes.  But a problem many of us have is we repeat the same mistakes.  Share your past/present struggles and how the Lord has helped you or how He will help you. (2 Peter 2:22)
d) Proverbs 26:18-19 – Is it really that bad to ‘kid around’?
e) Proverbs 27:1 – Are we suppose to plan for the future or leave it in the Lord’s hands? (James 4:13-14)

f) Proverbs 27:17 – How can we ‘sharpen’ one another?  What’s one or two things you can do this week?

g) Proverbs 29:11 – In the midst of anger, it is often hard to keep our eyes on the Lord.  What are some ways that we can calm ourselves when we are angry?
h) Proverbs 29:18 – What is our ‘vision’?  How does it keep us ‘happy’?

B. Agur and Lemuel
· Little is known of who these two men are but from their words, we see that these are two who desperately desires the strength and beauty that will please the Lord.
1. Who is being described in Proverbs 30:4?

2. Proverbs 30:7-9 shows a prayer of Agur. How does this differ from the desires of the world? Can we Amen this prayer? Share your experiences with being full or being in poverty or receiving your proper portion.
3. How do the characteristics described in Proverbs 31:10 – 31 describe a worthy woman? Do these just apply to females or does it also apply to the church?
4. Proverbs 31:31 – What are the products of your hands?

C. End of Proverbs

· At the end of a book, it is always good to return to the beginning recall what the purpose of the book is. Proverbs 1:2-6

1. After spending 5 weeks in the book of Proverbs, what has the Lord taught you over this time?  What has He done in your personal life?  Which verses touched you the most?

2. Proverbs 26:7 – I doubt any of us want to be fools – how can we use these proverbs correctly?  What can we change in our lives starting tonight or tomorrow?
· Far too often, we overcomplicate things.  We make excuses and justifications. But what the Lord really wants is for us to be simple.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.
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