SCA Bible Study:   Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #21

I. Bible References

Ecclesiastes 1-5

II. Preface

The Book of Ecclesiastes was written by King Solomon; in the book he is referred to as the Preacher, the son of David and king of Jerusalem. After having lived a life full of enjoyment, experience, and God-given wisdom, the Preacher comes to the conclusion that all of life is meaningless. His piercing words are at once reproachful and painfully self-reflective, but he reminds us that true fulfillment in life comes only from fearing the Lord.
III. Outline

A. All is vanity
· Vanity of vanities,” says the Preacher, “Vanity of vanities! All is vanity.” (1:2)
1. In what ways would you agree that “all is meaningless”?  In what ways would you disagree?

2. What is one area in your life that has recently seemed futile or meaningless?

B. Where Can We Find Fulfillment?
· Earlier in life, Solomon sought fulfillment in many ways (1:12-18 and 2:12-16). 

1. How does the teacher describe himself and his quest (1:12-18)?  

2. Why does wisdom lead to sadness and grief rather than happiness and joy? Does this contradict with what is said about wisdom in Proverbs?

3. What is his conclusion after he has acquired great wisdom (1:17, 18 and 2:12-16)?  
4. How have you been seeking fulfillment (in school, work, etc.)?
C. The Futility of Work 

· The Preacher says that toiling for the fruit of labor is also vanity (2:18-23).

1. What’s the best job you’ve ever had? What would be your ideal job?

2. What rewards do you currently find motivating for your work? What rewards do you anticipate in the future?  What is the basic risk involved in counting on a future reward for our work?

3. Is this, therefore, a reason not to do the work in the first place? What, then, is the Preacher’s argument?   

D. “And as the Seasons, Turn, Turn, Turn…” 

1. What is the point of the statement “there is a time for everything”? (3:1-8) Is this a hopeful or despairing view of time?

2. How would you live your life differently if you felt God were not in control?

E. Where Does the Ladder of Success Lead?

· Solomon reflects on the nature of blind ambition, the pursuit of wealth and the fleeting nature of success in chapters 4 and 5.  

1. Would you rather have a high paying (yet time demanding) position or a low paying position with lots of time off? 

2. Vs. 4:4 addresses those who work hard only out of greed and envy.  4:5 focuses on the other extreme -- laziness.  What are the consequences of both?

3. What irony does Solomon see in the life of those who strive for wealth as the focus of their lives in 4:7-8? 

4. Read 5:18-20. What is the way to genuine happiness and contentment?  How can one become content like this?
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