SCA Bible Study: Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #22


I. Bible References

Ecclesiastes 6-12

II. Preface

In the latter half of Ecclesiastes, Solomon (the Teacher) reiterates that it is not wrong to enjoy all the material things of the world, as they are a gift from God. However, he also reminds us that these things do not last forever nor can they give real lasting happiness. In none of these things can we find the purpose and meaning of life. We should acknowledge God as the source of all enjoyment. Only He can give us meaning to life. Only He can give us true fulfillment.

In Proverbs, we are told that “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” Ecclesiastes ends with: “Fear God and keep His commandments; for this is the whole duty of man.” Not only are we to look to God for wisdom, but we are also to look to Him for wisdom that gives eternal significance to our temporal works. 

III. Outline

A. Finding Contentment (Eccl 6)
· The Teacher describes the nature of wealth, and how we should view our possessions as a gift from God.

1. Many children and a long life were considered the greatest of blessings in the Old Testament (v. 3-6). What does our society define as “the good life”?

2. What role does God have in the satisfaction with wealth, possessions and honor can bring?

3. In what areas of life do you find yourself least content? Consider Psalm 118:24.

B. Where Can We Find Wisdom? (Eccl 7:1-8:1)
· The Teacher again contrasts the natures of wisdom and folly, and tells us where we can discover true wisdom.
1. What are some ways the Teacher describes wisdom? Are you surprised by any of the comparisons in 7:1-6? Explain.

2. How can suffering and sorrow offer instruction for living (v. 2-4)?

3. What perspective does wisdom provide, according to verses 19-22?
C. What Meaning Does Death Bring to Life? (Eccl 9:1-12)
· Contemplation of death may give us fear and anxiety, yet the reminder that death awaits all should also give us hope, as well as the wisdom to live.

1. What reaction might the Teacher hope to gain with his emphasis that a “common destiny” awaits all (v. 1-3)?

2. What kind of hope does the Teacher offer in verses 4-6? How do Christ’s death and resurrection give you hope in this life and in the one to come?

3. What difference would it make in your life if you knew that your life would be cut short? In what ways does taking death seriously help alter your values in the use of your money, time, and energy?

D. What Makes Life Meaningful? (Eccl 12:9-14)
· Not unlike the book of Proverbs, the book of Ecclesiastes offers the purposes, values, and priorities that should guide our lives.

1. How is the Teacher’s purpose described in verses 9-10? Why is it significant that the Teacher’s words are based on the authority of the “one Shepherd”?

2. In light of your study of Ecclesiastes, on what basis is life meaningless to you, and on what basis is it not?

3. What does it mean for you to “fear God and keep His commandments”?
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