SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #23


I. Bible References

Song of Solomon 1-6
II. Preface

Song of Solomon shows the process of spiritual growth in Christian life. It is a progressive process.  Each person has their own pace and the goal is to fully unite with our Lord in spirit. Jesus Christ our Lord is the initiator between in relationship.  He loves us first and it's His love that draws us near to Him more and more. There are 3 stages described in this book; a) the life of a young believer, b) life of a matured Christian, and c) the life of a believer who lives a life exclusively for the purpose of God.

(We will go over the first two stages this week and the last stage next week)

III. Outline

A. Context of the Book
· Introductory question: What is your impression/first thoughts regarding Song of Solomon?  (i.e. When someone mentions the book to you, what do you think of it?)
· We see from the start that the narrator of Song of Solomon is female (the bride) and she is speaking very intimately of one whom she is to marry.
1. What is the purpose of the narrator being female? What does she represent?

2. Who is the "Beloved" of which she speaks of?
B. The First Stage
· Chapters 1-2, Key verse: 2:16
· The first stage is that of a young believer who is touched by Christ's love but yet is still "self-centered."  He/she enjoys Christ's love but doesn’t understand His will.  The Lord calls her to follow, but still must wait patiently for her until she is willing to follow His step  (ref: Matthew 16:24)
1. Where can we see that the bride is still young and self-centered?
2. What some of the positives/negatives of being in this first stage in our relationship with our Lord Jesus?

3. Can you relate to the bride in this first stage? If so, in what way?
C. The Second Stage:
· Chapters 3-6, Key verse: 6:3

· Here we see that the bride has entered into a deeper relationship with her Beloved (with Christ) and seeks after her Him.  She is willing to: 
a) Know Christ Himself and God's eternal purpose (5:10-16)

b) Consecrate herself to Christ  (Romans 12:1-2, 1John 2:15-16)
c) Fully unite her heart with the Lord and live exclusively for His purpose (4:9-15)
d) Allow the Lord to transform your natural man into His own image (4:1-5) through the work of the cross  (5:2-8, 6:4-7,9)

e) Practice carrying her cross in daily life (Matthew 16:24, Matthew 5:39-41, 44, Philippians 2:6-8)

1. In a) through e) we see how the bride has changed. Choose from the ways she has changed and share how you think the referenced verses demonstrate those changes.  For parts that reference other books, also share on where you see those changes in this book (Song of Solomon)
2. The bride repeats verse 2:16 in 6:3.  Why do you think she does this?  Is there a difference between the first time she says this and the second? Why or why not?
Consider your relationship with the Lord, where and why do you think you are where you are?  Share if you feel led to do so.
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