SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #24


I. Bible References

Song of Solomon 7-8
II. Preface

Last week we discussed and saw how the young bride of Solomon’s symbolized a young believer who became a more matured Christian as we progressed from chapters 1 through 6.  Now in chapters 7 and 8 we can see a Christian whose life is lived exclusively for the Lord through the bride who is fully united with her Beloved.
III. Outline

A. Differences between the bride’s words from the 2nd stage and the 3rd stage
· Key Verses: 1st stage: 2:16, 2nd stage: 6:3, 3rd stage: 7:10

· Just as there were differences between the first and second stage shown in Song of Songs, there is a difference between the second and third
1. What differences do you see in the bride’s tone and words that she uses between chapters 3-6 versus 7-8.
2. What does this reveal to us about the bride’s desires and understanding of her marriage to her Beloved?
3. Examine you relationship with the Lord.  How can you identify maturity in your relationship with the Lord?
B. The love the Beloved has for the Lover

· Key Verses: 7:1-9, 8:13

· Read through the imagery used the Beloved uses to describe His bride and meditate over the meaning of the words He uses.

1. What does this show of His love for His bride?

2. Are there differences between how He talks to her between chapters 1-8?  If so, what are they?  If not, why do you think He is unchanged in his way of speaking to her?
3. What does this tell us in regards to Christ’s love for the Church and for us as individuals?
C. The Third Stage in a Christian’s relationship with the Lord
· Key Verses: 7:10-8:14
· As noted above at this stage in one’s relationship a Christian is living only for the purpose of God-to serve His church humbly as His servant according to His will.
1. Where do you see unity? Where do you see humility in the bride?

2. What does “Do not arouse or awaken love until it so desires” from 8:4 mean?

3. Can you see where her love has grown and changed? If so how?

D. Application:
· Throughout the book of Song of Solomon we can see that Solomon shows us how to love and the passion with which Christ loves us and that we should also return.  We see through the bride the changes and the cross she bears.  As believers we too in our growth will go through these stages in our relationship with the Lord and in recognizing His purpose for our life.
1. Do you know God’s purpose for your life?

2. What kind of person do you believe the Lord wants to transform you to, and do you know how to get there? (Romans 8:29)
3. What does the “cross” mean to you? 
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