SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #25

Lamentations

Note: Verses are italicized and questions are bolded

I. Background

Written as a poem by the prophet Jeremiah, Lamentations captures the desolation experienced by God’s chosen people when the Babylonians overtook Jerusalem in 586B.C. 

II. The capture: before and after

	Before
	After
	Reference

	Full of people
	Deserted city
	1:1

	Jerusalem described as a great queen
	Slave
	1:2

	
	Women eat own offspring, children they cared for
	2:20; 4:10

	
	Drought and famine
	4:4,9

	
	Destruction
	

	
	Punishment greater than Sodom
	4:6

	Their princes were brighter than snow and whiter than milk, their bodies more ruddy than rubies, their appearance like sapphires. –4:7
	But now they are blacker than soot; they are not recognized in the streets. Their skin is shriveled on their bones; it has become as dry as a stick. –4:8
	4:7-8

	
	Aliens take inheritance; foreigners take homes; deportation of God’s people
	5:2


II. Reason for lament and destruction: sin

· Jerusalem has sinned greatly and so has become unclean. All who honored her despise her, for they have seen her nakedness; she herself groans and turns away. Her filthiness clung to her skirts; she did not consider her future. Her fall was astounding; there was none to comfort her. –1:8-9a
· The visions of your prophets were false and worthless; they did not expose your sin to ward off your captivity. The oracles they gave you were false and misleading. –2:14 

· …it happened because of the sins of her prophets and the iniquities of her priests, who shed within her the blood of the righteous. –4:13

· …Woe to us, for we have sinned! Because of this our hearts are faint, because of these things our eyes grow dim… 5:16b-17

Faint hearts and dim eyes are some of the stated direct and indirect side effects of sin. How can you relate?

III. Verses with discussion questions

· The Lord is righteous, yet I rebelled against his command. –1:18a
Do you ever willingly sin? When you do, how do you feel? When you are temped to but don’t, what stops you?
· Outside, the sword bereaves; inside, there is only death. –1:20b 
Do you ever feel plagued both outside and inside? Which is worse? How do we deal with the torment of the enemy?

· He has laid waste his dwelling like a garden; he has destroyed his place of meeting. The LORD has made Zion forget her appointed feasts and her Sabbaths… The Lord has rejected his altar and abandoned his sanctuary. –2:6-7a

· …her prophets no longer find visions from the LORD. –2:9b 
Why, when we disobey, does the Lord sometimes destroy that which is his own? Why, and under what circumstance, would God destroy his own meeting place and take his presence away from his dwelling place? How does this help?

· …my soul is downcast within me. Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for him.” The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young. Let him sit alone in silence, for the LORD has laid it on him. Let him bury his face in the dust – there may yet be hope. –3:20b-29 
Read 3:16-33. In the midst of describing the hopeless state of the Israelites, the author remembers the lovingkindness of the Lord and gains hope. Have you ever experienced this? Share your thoughts. Waiting and sitting quietly is recorded several times in this passage. What is the significance of silence before the Lord and waiting before the Lord? Why is it important and why should we do it? 

· Let us examine our ways and test them, and let us return to the LORD. Let us lift up our hearts and our hands to God in heaven, and say: “We have sinned and rebelled and you have not forgiven…” –3:40-42
How does this speak of our repentance? As a church, how can we do this? 

· You came near when I called you, and you said, “Do not fear.” O Lord, you took up my case; you redeemed my life. –3:57-58
How does this speak of the Lord’s salvation?

Any questions from chapters 4 and 5?
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