SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #26


I. Bible References

Isaiah 1-12
II. Preface

We will be studying the book of Isaiah over the next six weeks.  Isaiah was a prophet that God used to speak to the kings and people of Judah about 700 years before Christ, and to us now through this book.  In the time of Isaiah, there is great turmoil in and around Judah; multiple adversarial groups (e.g. Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, Syria, and Israel [the northern kingdom] had conflicts with Judah.  More importantly, there were internal conflicts among God's people at that time.  Through the book of Isaiah, the captivity of Judah by the Babylonians and later restoration is retold.  The name Isaiah means "the salvation of Jehovah" or "the Lord saves".  As we read this book, look for ways salvation is foretold and then given to God's people.

III. Outline

A. Disbelief of Judah (Isaiah 1-5)
· The first five chapters is in some ways a mini-summary of the whole book of Isaiah.  Here the prophet Isaiah first describes Judah as rebellious children with many specific examples [e.g. lower than animals (1:1-3), that their treasures were now cheap (1:22-26), that their gardens destined to be destroyed by fire (1:27-31), and a fertile vineyard that yields only bad grapes (5:1-4).  In these same chapters though, Isaiah also looks ahead to the future Kingdom of God where "the mountain of the Lord's temple will be established" (2:2), and a time where those remain in Jerusalem will be called holy (4:3).      

1. Are there more specific examples of Judah's disbelief? 

2. What was the reason for their disbelief? 

3. If they do not trust in God, whom or what are they trusting in?

4. Do we have the same struggles today that Isaiah describes for the people of Judah?

5. Disbelief results in God's judgment (end, chapter 5).  

6. Have you experienced this kind of judgment in your life?

7. In the New Testament, will we experience this kind of judgment?

B. Isaiah is called in a vision
· King Uzziah dies, and usually with the death of a king, there is great turmoil.  Isaiah has a vision that although the earthly king dies, God is still on the throne.  In this vision, Isaiah sees the God's glory and holiness and is immediately humbled, and God quickly restores him.

1. What is the vision that Isaiah had (read Isaiah 6)? 

2. How was God's glory and holiness revealed to Isaiah in this vision?

3. What was Isaiah's reaction after seeing God in this vision?

4. How did God respond to Isaiah?  What was God calling to Isaiah?  

5. Have you ever experienced the God's glory of God in this way?  God's calling in this way?  Was your reaction similar to Isaiah's?

C. The sign of Immanuel (God with us) 

· The New king of Judah (King Ahaz) faces attack from the allied forces of Israel and Aram (Syria). Ahaz makes a treaty with the king of Assyria, but this treaty did not demonstrate faith in God, so Assyria was used by God to defeat Judah.  Later God remains faithful to Judah and promised that Assyria would not capture Jerusalem (37:24-27). 

1. What was the nature of this treaty?  Read 2Kings 16:2-9. Isaiah 7:1-17.

2. What did God want Ahaz to do instead of making this treaty with the Assyrian King?

3. Practically, how can we not make the same mistakes as King Ahaz here by trusting in God when we encounter problems?

4. What was the nature of the sign Isaiah speaks about in chapter 7?

5. How was this sign supposed to give strength to King Ahaz? To us today?

6. How does this apply to "the shoot that will come up from the stump of Jesse, and from it's roots a branch will bear fruit."  Chapter 11:1
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