SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #27


I. Bible References

Isaiah 13-27
II. Preface

This is the second of six lessons in the book of Isaiah. Isaiah was a prophet that God used to speak to the kings and people of Judah about 700 years before Christ, and to us now through this book.  In the time of Isaiah, there is great turmoil in and around Judah; multiple adversarial groups (e.g. Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, Syria, and Israel [the northern kingdom] had conflicts with Judah.  More importantly, there were internal conflicts among God's people at that time. Last week, we discussed how God called Isaiah in a vision, and the disbelief of Judah (specifically king Ahaz), and the problems associated with disbelief.  In the chapters associated with today's lesson, we will see God's judgment towards other nations.

III. Outline

A. Prophecy against specific groups 

· Chapters 13, 14:1-23, and 21:1-10. Prophecy about Babylon.  Babylon used by God to defeat Assyria, but eventually be taken over by Medes and Persians.  The defeat of Babylon is referred to as the "day of the Lord". 

1. What does the kingdom and prosperity of Babylon signify? 

2. What does the "day of the Lord" refer to?

Chapter 14:24-27
Prophecy about Assyria

Chapter 14:28-32  
Prophecy about Philistine
Chapters 15, 16  
Prophecy about Moab

Chapter 17  

Prophecy about Damascus (Syria)
Chapters 18, 20  
Prophecy about Cush (Ethiopia)
Chapters 19, 20  
Prophecy about Egypt
Chapter 21:11-12
Prophecy about Edom

Chapter 21:13-17
Prophecy about Arabia

Chapter 22

Prophecy about Jerusalem

Chapter 23

Prophecy about Tyre
3. What are some distinguishing features for each of these groups of people?  

4. Why is God so harsh here?  Is this right?  Is this righteous? Aren't these people also just carrying out God's plan?

5. Share some examples of how we have experienced God's judgment. 

6. In what ways is God's judgment for us the same or different than the way Isaiah describes for these people?

B. Prophecy against the whole earth 

· Chapter 24-26 continues with God demonstrating his power and judgment not just towards specific groups of people, but against the whole earth.  Through all this though, Isaiah finds reason to give praises.  

1. Why does all this destruction need to take place?  (26:21).

2. Where does Isaiah's faith come from? (25:1)

3. How can we have faith like Isaiah in times of desperation and crises?  

4. What does God promise for his people in the end?  (27:6 and 27:12-13).
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