SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #28

I. Bible References

Isaiah 28-39
II. Preface

This is the third of six lessons in the book of Isaiah. Isaiah was a prophet that God used to speak to the kings and people of Judah about 700 years before Christ, and to us now through this book.  In the time of Isaiah, there is great turmoil in and around Judah; multiple adversarial groups (e.g. Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, Syria, and Israel [the northern kingdom] had conflicts with Judah.  More importantly, there were internal conflicts among God's people at that time.  Through the book of Isaiah, the captivity of Judah by the Babylonians and later restoration is retold.  Last week, we discussed how Isaiah's prophecy of what God's judgment to specific gentile groups, and God's judgment against the whole earth.  However, despite it all, God remains faithful to His people.  In chapters (28-39) of this week's lesson, we continue to see God's plan given to Isaiah first in general terms to specific groups of people, and the specifically to King Hezekiah.  
III. Outline

A. God's judgment against the nations 
· God uses Isaiah to make some harsh judgments against Ephraim (Chapter 28), Ariel (Chapter 29), the obstinate nation (Chapter 30), and to those who rely of Egypt for help (Chapter 31).  

1. What are some distinguishing features of each of these people?  

2. Why is God so harsh here?  Is this right?  Is this righteous? Aren't these people also just carrying out God's plan?

3. Have we ever experienced God's judgment?  In what ways is God's judgment for us the same or different than the way Isaiah describes for these people?

4. What is God's plan for all this destruction?  (35:3-4).

B. King Hezekiah's faithfulness under attack by Assyria
· Assyrian king Sennacherib captures the cities of Judah, and asked King Hezekiah to surrender, but King Hezekiah remains faithful to God's promise.

1. Read Chapter 36:1-5, 13-18, Chapter 37:1-8, 14-20, 21-37.  

2. Was King Hezekiah a "good king"?
3. What was the result of King Hezekiah's faithfulness? What was the basis of King Hezekiah's faithfulness?

4. How does this story inspire us to be faithful?

C. King Hezekiah prays for his life.

· After defeating the Assyrians, King Hezekiah becomes ill and asks God to spare his life.  God hears his prayers and sees his tears, and grants Hezekiah 15 more years.  

1. Read Chapter 38:1-8, 16-21.  Chapter 39:1-8.  

2. What is the significance of what King Hezekiah says in chapter 38:18-19? Is it true that King Hezekiah cannot praise God from the grave? Does this still apply in the New Testament?

3. What was the result of this additional 15 years with respect to the King's palace?
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