SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #29


I. Bible References

Isaiah 40-48
II. Preface

This is the fourth of six lessons in the book of Isaiah.  Last week we discussed King Hezekiah, and his faithfulness to when under attack by the Assyrians.  This week, we will continue to discuss God's faithfulness and plan for His people.  Isaiah chapter 40 begins a new section in the book, the so called "book of comforts" (Chapter 40-66).  The first verse in this section begins with "Comfort, comfort my people says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem and proclaim to her that her hard service has been completed..." In these chapters, we will see God's plan for His people -- redemption.  Specifically to the Jews in captivity by Babylon, this redemption is allowing them to return to Jerusalem.  For Christians today, this redemption has a larger purpose.

III. Outline

A. God is faithful to His people, despite their unfaithfulness.  

· Throughout the Old Testament, we repeatedly see how God is faithful, but the Jews never are able to put their complete trust in God.  Instead, they turn to idols, and make alliances with other kings, or simply complain when difficulty arises.  Because of their unfaithfulness, God allows them to by captured and live in captivity under the Babylonian empire.  Now the time of captivity is over, and God is ready to redeem his people.  Read 2 Chronicles 22:15-20.     

1. What are some examples of how God is to deliver His people? (41:8-15, 43:1-6, 44:1-2, 48:20)

2. What are some examples of Israel's unfaithfulness?  (40:18-31, 42:18-25, 44:9-17, 48).

3. Why do "God's people" remain unfaithful?

4. In what ways are we like the Israelites in our relationship with God?  Have you ever experienced being in exile? Redemption?

B. God uses Cyrus to defeat Babylon.

· To deliver Israel from the Babylonians, God empowers Cyrus (44:28 - 45:5) and curses the people of Babylon (47:1-7).      

1. Who is Cyrus?  (Read Ezra 1:1)

2. Why does God choose to use a non-Jew to accomplish this important task of redemption?

3. In God's eyes, is there a difference between Persia and Babylon?  Or are they simply instruments of God's purpose for His people?

4. How and can God use non-Christians to accomplish His plans for us?
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