SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #30


I. Bible References

Isaiah 49-57
II. Preface

This is the fifth of six lessons in the book of Isaiah, and the second lesson in the "book of comforts" (Isaiah 40-66).  In the book of comforts, we see God's plan for His people -- redemption.  Last week we discussed how God used Cyrus to deliver Israel out of captivity by Babylon.  In this week's lesson, we will continue to study God's work of redemption.  

III. Outline

A. The Servant of the Lord
· We know that God is our redeemer, but for this work of redemption, God uses his servant.  For example, God used Cyrus to defeat Babylon and allow Israel to return to Jerusalem and rebuild God's temple.  But we know that Isaiah is also a prophet for God's work of redemption for not only the Jews, but also the non-Jews.  Read Isaiah 49, 52:13-15, and 53.  

1. What are the qualities of God's servant?    

2. How do these qualities apply to Cyrus? How do they apply to Jesus the Christ?

3. Why is a servant necessary for God's work of redemption?

B. The Glory of Zion

· The work of redemption that God is doing is not just to restore Israel to its state prior to captivity.  Instead God is preparing for His people future glory.  Read Isaiah 54:1-8.  Here Israel is described as an abandoned wife that gains God's compassion.

1. In what ways are God's people like an abandoned wife?

2. What does this speak about the degree of intimacy God wants us to have with Him?

3. Do you have the intimacy of a marriage relationship in your relationship with God?

C. God calls the foreigners
· God's purpose was that all people would be blessed through His chosen people, Israel (Genesis 12:1-3).  However, the Israel's unfaithfulness prevented this from happening.  However, God remains faithful to His people and also His purpose to all people (Read Chapter 56:1-8).  

1. As non-Jews, this is really great news for us, but how did one bind themselves to the Lord in the Old Testament time?  How does one do this in our present New Testament time?

2. Do we and how can we have the assurance that our sacrifices are accepted by God on the alter (vs. 7)?
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