SCA Bible Study:  Poetry and Prophets
Lesson #31


I. Bible References

Isaiah 58-66
II. Preface

This is the last of six lessons in the book of Isaiah, and the third lesson in the "book of comforts" (Isaiah 40-66).  In the book of comforts, we see God's plan for His people -- redemption.  Two weeks ago, we discussed God's plan for His people, redemption.  Last week we discussed some qualities of the redeemer, and qualities of a servant used by God for this work of redemption.  In this week's lesson, we will continue to examine redemption from the aspect of God's people who are redeemed.  
III. Outline

A. False and True worship, and God's judgment
· God accuses His people of false worship.

1. What example is used here of false worship? (58: 3-10) What is the result of false worship for God's people?    

2. Do we have examples in our lives of "false worship", how can we practically avoid this problem?

3. God's arm is "not too short to save nor is his ear too dull to hear… (59:1)", then why doesn't God save?  Why does God take vengeance (59:17)?

B. The Redeemer Comes
· "The Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who repent of their sins" (59:20).  Brothers and sisters, this is really good news.  

1. What happens after the redeemer comes?  (Multiple examples in Chapter 60, 61, and 62)
2. Compare and contrast God's views towards His people before the Redeemer and after the Redeemer comes?

3. What is the role of the Redeemer?  What are we being redeemed from?

C. New Heavens and a New Earth
· Read Chapter 65: 17 to 66:1.  Brothers and sisters, this is even better news!

1. Why is a NEW heaven and NEW earth necessary?  What was wrong with the old ones?  To get to the NEW, what has to happen to the old?

2. What can we see from these verses about God's will in His people and His creation?  Chapter 66, verse 1 "Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool.  Where is the house you will build for me?"  What is God's house today, and how can we practically build it?

3. What are the qualities that God wants in His people?  

a) In Chapter 64, verse 8.  Isaiah uses the analogy of God being the potter, and His people as the clay?  Are we like clay?  How can we be like clay?

b) Read Chapter 65; 1-7.  Why is God displeased and what is wrong with these scarifies?  Is this being clay-like?
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