SCA Bible Study: Poetry & Prophets

Lesson #32

Jeremiah: Prophet of Love, Weeping Prophet
I.  Bible references: Jeremiah 1-13
II. Preface


Jeremiah came 100 years after Isaiah and both prophets were greatly used by the Lord to speak to Judah and Israel about worshiping and trusting God and to turn away from worshiping idols.  There were, however, some major differences between the two prophets.  Isaiah grew up in a noble and educated family while Jeremiah’s training was a priest.  Isaiah’s prophecies were grand, flying in the heavens like an eagle, while Jeremiah’s was lowly, like an ox.
Jeremiah, whose name means God is exalted, was trained to be a priest from his childhood but, interestingly, was also specifically called by God to be a prophet.  A priest represents the people before God, while a prophet represents God before the people.  Thus Jeremiah became a prophet with a broken heart:  he sympathized with the people as a priest while sympathizing with God as a prophet.  Here was a man whose personality conflicted with God’s calling for him, since he was timid, gentle and sympathetic.  This first section of the book of Jeremiah describes his calling and commission as a prophet.
III. Outline

A.  God’s Calling for Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1)
· Probably born during the last days of King Manasseh, the worst king in the history of Judah.

· The word of the Lord came to him between the ages of 16 and 20.


1.  At what age do you think God can call a person for His work?
2.  What did God say to Jeremiah (1:4-5)?  What was Jeremiah’s response and did God accept this response (1:6-10)?

3.  Looking at God’s calling to Jeremiah, can you describe how God sees us and prepares us even before we are called?
4.  Has God called you to do any work for Him, and was it you or God that did the work?
B.  First Visions
1.  What 2 visions did Jeremiah see after God called him (1:11, 13; 4:5-6)?  What is the significance of these 2 visions?

2.  Review Numbers 17:1-18.  Who can serve God according to this story?

3.  When we commit a sin or have been in sin, how do we respond to God’s judgment?  How have you experienced His mercy and love in those situations?
C.  Judah Forsakes God

1.  Describe from Jeremiah’s prophecies (2-11, 13) what exactly the sins of the people of Judah were.
2.  What analogies did God use to describe the sins of Judah (2:20, 21, 24, 26, 31, 32; 3:1, etc.)?  In 2:20, reference Matthew 11:29.  What do these analogies show us in the relationship God wants with us?

3.  Could you use these analogies in our relationship with God now?  Are we guilty of the same sins?
4.  In Song of Songs we studied how God wants to have an intimate marriage relationship with us.  How does Jeremiah use the analogy of marriage to describe His relationship with His people now?

5.  In the midst of these sad prophecies and descriptions of the people’s condition, what were Jeremiah’s own thoughts and feelings?  (See 4:19-21; 5:4-5.)
D.  Jeremiah’s Prayer
1.  God revealed to Jeremiah how there were threats against his life in 11:18-23.  The Lord responded to those who sought Jeremiah’s life and described “remnants” in verse 23.  What did God mean in this verse in comparison to 5:10 and 6:9?

2.  What is the heart of God as described in 12:15-17 toward His children?

3.  What is Jeremiah’s question in the beginning of his prayer?  What’s his attitude (12:1-6) and how does God respond (12:7-17)?
