SCA Bible Study: Poetry & Prophets

Lesson #33

Jeremiah: Prophet of Love, Weeping Prophet
I.  Bible references: Jeremiah 14-23

II.  Preface


In this second lesson of Jeremiah, we see how this prophet who was called by God early in his life continued to bring God’s word to the people of Judah.  He prophesied in a time where kings as well as God’s people did not obey God’s word.  This brought Jeremiah much sorrow because on the one hand his heart was for the people, yet he was also God’s voice in pronouncing judgment against them.  In this week’s lesson, we will continue to examine how the Lord spoke to Judah during this period.

III.  Outline
A.  Jeremiah’s prayers, complaints and persecution

1.  Compare and contrast Jeremiah’s prayers in this section: 14:7-9; 17:12-18; 18:19-23.  How are these three prayers different?  When we pray for others, do we have the attitude of the first, second, or third prayer?
2.  What specific things did God instruct Jeremiah to do (or not do) (16:2, 5, 8)?  Why did God instruct Jeremiah in these ways?  What do these requests tell us about the life of a prophet?

3.  Jeremiah was persecuted by the priest Pashhur in chapter 20 for prophesying the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.  Jeremiah complained to the Lord in 20:7-18, which seems to end in darkness, but in this complaint, what is Jeremiah’s perspective of the Lord?
B.  Pottery

1.  The analogy of clay pottery was used twice: 18:1-8 and 19:1-12.  What are these analogies?

2.  Why does God see Himself as a potter?  Can we relate to being clay and having God as our potter?

3.  What does this analogy of potter and clay have to do with our heart?  What does this picture of pottery have to do with our will versus God’s will?

C.  False prophets and evil kings

1.  Jeremiah speaks to God about the false prophets he sees around him beginning in 14:13-16.  How do we know the difference between a true and false prophet?  Are there such people today?

2.  False prophets are mentioned again in 23:9-40.  Read 23:23-24.  How does God describe Himself and why does He say this in light of these many false prophets?
3.  What does God expect of the kings who reign in Judah and Israel (see chapter 22:13-17).  What was God’s original purpose in allowing “kings” to be over His people?

D.  God’s purpose for His nation
1.    In 16:10-21, what can we see of God’s plan?  (Hint: 2 important things!)  Is God trying to destroy us or help us?
2.  Does God have a valid reason to “forsake” His people?  (See chapter 17.)  Do you think the condition of the people as described in 17:9 holds true today?  Are we in any ways like the people described in this section and have we experienced God’s punishment?

3.  In the midst of all these prophecies of destruction, God speaks of gathering the remnant of His flock, bringing them back to His pasture (23:3-8).  God is preparing a King who will reign wisely called “the Lord our Righteousness.”  This King is our Lord Jesus Christ.  How is this King different from all other human kings in the Old Testament?  Why is this King necessary?

4.  The prophecy stated in 23:7-8 was repeated several times in this entire section.  Do you feel that you can claim the first or the second declaration in your own personal walk with the Lord?
