SCA Bible Study: Poetry & Prophets

Lesson #34

Jeremiah: Prophet of Love, Weeping Prophet
I.  Bible References: Jeremiah 24-34

II.  Preface

In this third lesson of Jeremiah, we continue to see how God uses Jeremiah to speak to His people during a time where God’s people did not obey God’s word.  In the first two lessons, we saw how disobedience led to destruction for the people of Israel and Judah.  We continue along the same theme in the chapters for this week.  However, throughout these chapters we see glimpses of God’s plan in all this destruction and suffering.  God is going to do the work of restoration and make a new covenant with His people through a new King called “The Lord Our Righteousness.”

III.  Outline

A.  Good Figs and Bad Figs

1.  Read Chapter 24.  Who is represented by the good figs and the bad figs?  How can we live like good figs?  What is characterized by the good figs in terms of how God sees this group of people?
2.  Figs are referenced again in 29:17.  Several characters are described in this chapter.  How were these people bad figs?  What was God’s instruction to the exiles even in the midst of these “bad figs”?

B.  Captivity and Destruction of Judah

· The summary of the captivity is described in 25:4-11.
1.  In 25:7, what’s wrong with the work of our hands?

2.  Describe the “cup of God’s wrath.”

3.  Compare and contrast the three places in which a yoke was described (27:1-11, 12-15, 16-22).  What’s different between the yoke described in chapter 27 and the two yokes described in chapter 28?  (See also 2:20 — how the yoke is a recurring theme.)
4.  How long did God purpose for His people to be in captivity in Babylon (25:12)?  What did God say would happen to Babylon after the release of the captives?
5.  What exactly did God tell the exiles through Jeremiah once they were in captivity?  What can we learn from these instructions when we find ourselves in difficult circumstances?  What does it teach us about the cross?

C.  Hananiah’s Prophecies
1.  What did Hananiah prophesy that was different from God’s word (28:2-4)?
2.  When there seems to be two authoritative and opposing voices speaking about the will of God, how can we discern the truth?

3.  Sometimes we prefer a shorter time frame (Hananiah’s two years) for the difficult times God allows in our lives rather than allow ourselves to be under the “yoke of iron.”  Share how you’ve learned perseverance and experienced God’s hand when there didn’t seem to be an end in sight.
D.  Restoration Work
1.  Read 29:10-14.  What exactly did God have in mind for the exiles?  What does God have in mind for you?
2.  Are the days as described in 33:14-16 here presently?  Who does “The Lord Our Righteousness” refer to?
3.  Have you ever called to the Lord to ask Him to “answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know” (33:3)?  Please share your experience.
4.  The Lord instructs Jeremiah to purchase a field in chapter 32:6-12.  What’s the significance of this purchase (32:32-44)?
5.  In chapter 34 God states a specific reason for why He allowed His people to be taken into captivity.  What is His reason and what did He say about what was to happen to King Zedekiah?  Review 2 Chronicles 36:11-21.  What did Jeremiah endure for bringing God’s word to the king and the people?
