SCA Bible Study: Poetry & Prophets

Lesson #35

Jeremiah: Prophet of Love, Weeping Prophet
I.  Bible References: Jeremiah 35-45

II.  Preface


In this fourth lesson of Jeremiah, we read a narrative of what Jeremiah went through when Judah was taken into captivity, the condition of the exiles, as well as all the persecution this faithful prophet endured under the hands of the king and the officials.  We see how even when the leaders and the people said with their mouths they were going to obey the voice of the Lord, their hearts were far away from God.  This section spells out explicitly the sins of the people, God’s instructions for the remnant, and His purpose and plan for the nations who were carrying out His judgment.  Through these calamities, God allows us to see the faithfulness of a special group of people, the heart of His servant, and His own heart as well.

III.  Outline

A.  God’s Warnings and Examples

1. God used a group of people called the Recabites as an example of obedience in chapter 35.  What was so special about this family and why did God make them an example to the people?

2.  Everyone can be an example to others, no matter what the situation or environment.  To whom can you be a good example of obedience in your own life?

3.  How did God honor the Recabites for their obedience?
4.  God spoke to the people, the scribes, the officials, and the king through the writing of Jeremiah on a scroll in chapter 36.  What were the attitudes of each group of people when they heard these words?  What should our attitude be when we hear the word of the Lord?

5.   What was the specific warning that Jeremiah brought to the people in chapter 37:1-10?
B.  The Persecution of Jeremiah

1.  Jeremiah was on an errand after the siege of the Babylonians was lifted.  Jeremiah was first imprisoned (37:11-21) and then thrown into a muddy cistern (38:1-16).  Who saved him from the cistern?  Have you ever felt that people treat you unjustly and “throw you into a cistern”?  Have you ever experienced the compassion and salvation through brothers and sisters?
2.  Jeremiah again brought the word of the Lord to King Zedekiah (38:17-28).  After being imprisoned, thrown into a cistern for many days, Jeremiah was still faithful and accurate in bringing only God’s word to the king.  What do you think of his words in verses 20-21?
3. What do you think was actually going on in the heart of Zedekiah when he asked Jeremiah for God’s word?  Did he really intend to listen?
C.  Destruction and Captivity

1.  Chapter 39 describes the fall of Jerusalem.  Read 39:1-10.  Why did God do this to His city and His people?  Has God done a similar work of refining in your life?
2.  What happened to Jeremiah during the fall of Jerusalem?  How does this show that even God’s enemies can honor someone who is faithful to God?
D.  The Remnant and Instruction Regarding Egypt
1.  God instructs some of the remnant of Judah to stay in Jerusalem (and not to flee to Egypt) in chapters 42-43.  Did they listen?  Why or why not?
2.  What was God’s purpose for leaving a remnant of Judah in Jerusalem?  How can this symbolize how God works in our lives today?

3.  It was good that the people asked Jeremiah for God’s instruction regarding going to Egypt because Gedaliah was murdered.  However, their action still displayed distrust in God.  How has God taught you to trust in Him?

4.  In chapter 44, Jeremiah brings the word of God to the Jews living in Egypt.  What were their sins?  After witnessing all the destruction and death in their homeland, why do you think God’s children were still so stubborn?
