SCA Bible Study: Poetry & Prophets

Lesson #36

Jeremiah: Prophet of Love, Weeping Prophet

I. Bible references: Jeremiah 46-52

II. Preface


This is the fifth and last lesson in Jeremiah.  So far in the first four lessons, we have seen how God used Jeremiah to speak to His people (Judah and Israel), and the struggles and persecution that Jeremiah went through in being God’s voice.  In today’s lesson, we will see also that God spoke through Jeremiah to “the nations” including specific groups of Gentiles (non-Jews).

III.  Outline

A.  God’s message about Egypt (Chapter 46)

1.  Josiah, Judah’s last good king was killed by the Egyptians at Carchemish (2 Chron 35:20-27), and now Egypt was to be defeated at Carchemish by the Babylonians (verse 2).  The Egyptians thought of themselves like the Nile River (able to rise up against their enemies, [verses 7-8], but God thinks of them as heifers and fattened calves heading for the slaughter [verses 20-21], and as trees in a dense forest that is to be chopped down [verses 22-23].

2.  During this time, God continues to remind His people in captivity that they would return to their land and be established again [verses 27-28]. 
B.  God’s message about Philistines (Chapter 47)

1.  Babylon is to destroy Philistine.  The Babylonian army would be a rising river (verse 2), and a sword in the hands of the Lord that destroys these people. 
C.  God’s message about Moab (Chapter 48)

1.  The Moabites were descendants of Lot (Genesis 19:30-38), and known for their wine.  But their wine vessels were to be emptied and broken, and they were to become drunk in God’s wrath (verses 11-12, 26, 38).  

2.  What does it mean to be poured from one vessel into another?  Have you ever experienced this kind of work in your life?

3.  How did God deal with the pride in these people (verse 29, 39-42)?

D.   God’s message about Ammon, Edom, Damascus, Kedar and Hazor, Elam (Chapter 49)
1.  The Ammonities also descended from Lot, and they worshipped their god Molech “the reigning one”, but God sent this and all other false gods into captivity (verse 1, 4-6).

2.  The Edomites were descendants of Esau (the brother of Jacob, Genesis 36), and known for their wisdom.  But in the day of the Lord, their wisdom was not enough and they also humbled by the Lord.    
E.  God’s message about Babylon (Chapters 50 and 51)

1.  Babylon symbolizes man’s worldly system organized in  opposition to God (Genesis 11:1-9, Revelation 17-18), and as we have seen, God used Babylon to bring His judgment against other nations, but now the sins of Babylon would be judged.  

2.  What were the sins of Babylon?  (Chapter 51:34-35)  Have you seen how God uses all circumstances (including non-Christians) for His will to be done?  What does this speak of God’s authority?
3.  During this time of judgment, God renewed His covenant with His people (Chapter 50:4-7, 33-34).  Wow, what an amazing thing it is to be God’s chosen people!  Do you feel the assurance that God gives to the His people in your heart today?
F.  The fall of Jerusalem (Chapter 52)

1.  We see here how the temple was destroyed, and the walls and city of Jerusalem was burned.  

2.  Despite all this destruction, we see God’s love and mercy here because He would rather destroy His people rather than permit His people to continue in sin.  How has God demonstrated this kind of love in your life?    
G.  Summary of Jeremiah

God used Jeremiah to speak to His people to predict their captivity, and also bring words of comfort to them during their seventy years while in Babylonian captivity.  We are similarly now “in exile” in this world today.  How do God’s promises to His people in Jeremiah (in the Bible) bring comfort to you today?
