SCA Bible Study:  the Book of Ezekiel
Lesson #37


Notes to Ezekiel - the prophet of hope
1. Ezekiel came approximately 20 years after Jeremiah and was around the same age as Daniel. His name means: "God strengthens" (or the "strength of God"). He was born during the reign of King Josiah to be a priest and was the prophet to the exiles in Babylon after Jerusalem was taken over and Nebuchadnezzar took King Jehoiachin captive. (Ref. 1:2)
2. At the age of 30 living as a captive by the river Kebar, the Lord appeared before him and called him to be a prophet.  (Ref. 1:1) 

I. Bible References

Ezekiel 1- 11
II. Preface
The first 32 chapters of Ezekiel represent his calling from the Lord.  In the first 11 chapters we can see how the Lord appears before Ezekiel, instructs and uses him as a prophet.
III. Outline

A.  The first appearance of the Lord to Ezekiel
Key Verses: 1:1, 1:25-28, 2:3-4 and 3:1-3, 3:17
1. In 1:1 Ezekiel mentions and the heavens were opened (i.e. the "line of communication" is open) and he saw the visions of God.  A prophet is a person who represents the full mind of God when that mind has been lost (by the people).  Today through Christ, why is it important for the heavens also be open to us?

2. Read the key verses and think about the way that Ezekiel sees the Lord and his response (v. 28).  How does Ezekiel describe the Lord and how does he respond?  What in Ezekiel's response do you see as admirable and what does this tell you of Ezekiel?  How are you different or the same?
3. What is the task that the Lord administering to Ezekiel and is it something that you think you would look forward to doing (2:3-4, 3:17)?  

4. How does Ezekiel response to the task set before him (3:1-3)?  How would you have reacted? 
B. 'Sovereign Lord,' 'I am Lord,' 'Son of Man'
· Throughout Ezekiel (and especially through the first half of the book) when the Lord tells Ezekiel to speak to His people he repeats ways of referencing Himself.  God also gives Ezekiel a specific title which is important to note.
1. Go through chapters 1-11 and note how many times the Lord says "Say to them, [the exiles] this is what the Sovereign Lord says" and either "They will know I am Lord" (or an equivalent variation) followed by Why do you think the God uses these words so often and what do you think it means?
2. Ezekiel is called "son of man' by God.  We know that Jesus is call "the son of man."  What do you think is the difference between these two names and what do you think it means the Ezekiel is called "son of man"?
C. The Lord's judgment on His people and promise of return
Key Chapters: 5-11
1. Go through chapters 5-11 and make note what the Lord says that His people will go through due to their sins.  Why do you think it was necessary for the Lord to bring down His wrath upon the Israelites so severely? (especially considering the fact that the Lord already promises that He will restore them)
2. Read 6:8-10: If you were spared from death after being uprooted from your homeland how would you have reacted to the Lord, knowing that He allowed it to happen?  How does God describe the attitude of those Israelites He spares?  What is the lesson learned by the Israelite exiles, and is this a lesson you have ever had to learn?

3. The Lord also promises return to restore the Israelites.  Find the passages where the Lord does this.  Would you have found hope in this, knowing that you still had to go through so much tribulation prior?
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