SCA Bible Study:  the Book of Ezekiel
Lesson #38

Bible References

Ezekiel 12-32
I. Preface
We continue to see how God has called Ezekiel to warn and pronounce judgment on both His own people and the foreign nations.  At the Lord's direction he warns Israel and Judea of the dreadful calamities that will be coming.  

Ezekiel covers 2 main themes over 4 different periods:
1. Series of reproofs and warnings against the sins and prejudices of Ezekiel's time (12-19)

2. Another series of warnings a year after the first announcing the judgment to come (20-23)

3. 2 1/2 years after the warnings predictions of the siege and overthrow of Israel (24)

4. Prediction against foreign nations (25-32)

II. Outline

A.  Warnings:
Key Chapters: 12-23
1. The Israelites had heard the word of God being prophesied through Jeremiah and now Ezekiel about Jerusalem's fall but had not yet seen it come to fruition. The proverb mentioned in 12:22 speaks of the condition of the Israelites disbelieving hearts.

a) If you had heard the same message over and over again of pending disaster but had not seen it come true how similar or different would your attitude be to that of the Israelites?
b) Why do you think God had not brought Jerusalem's fall during the past 3 plus decades of Jeremiah's prophesying and waited until now say that it will come about through Ezekiel (12:25)?

2. God pronounces condemnation for the false prophets in chapter 13.
a) What is the difference between these false prophets and Ezekiel?

b) What were their crimes against the Lord?

3. In the previous chapters (1-11) God showed Ezekiel the detestable practices His people were performing, especially their idol worship.  Now in chapters 14 and 22 He condemns the idolaters (22:2-3).  Idol worship is not just something visible from the outside, but is a sin that is done in the heart (14:3).  

a) What does the Lord do to these people who go to prophets when they have idols in their hearts instead of Him? (14:4-7)

b) What kind of stumbling blocks have you put in front of you? 
4. In chapters 15 and 17 Ezekiel uses the illustration of a vine to warn of God's plan for his people.  Read specifically 15:1-8 and 17:22-24
a) What is the difference between the 2 vines being described here?
5. In chapters 16 and 18-23 the Ezekiel uses a lot of symbolism and allegories to describe the state of Jerusalem and Israel.  We can see the downward progression of the God's people as they took all the blessings and love He poured upon them and then rebelled or became arrogant. (16:6-19, 20:27-29, 22:13-16).  Ezekiel warns and tells the people how far they have gone in their sin-to the point of being compared to prostitutes (16:32, 23:35)

We can also see that God is just and there is hope in the end, even if His people do not understand, shame Him, and  are rebellious (18:25-32,16:59-63,23:28-49)
a) Do we sometimes feel that God is unfair?  Why or why not?
b) The Israelites fell into the trap of forgetting that the Lord gave them everything and didn't give all glory and worship to Him for what He gave them.  How can we avoid falling into the same trap?

c) The hope that God promises sometimes is difficult to identify in the midst of the punishment that is given to the Israelites. Are you able to see the hope that comes as a result of the suffering they will have to endure? 
B. Siege and complete overthrow of Jerusalem

Key Chapter: 24
1. In this chapter Ezekiel prophesies of the fall of Jerusalem that is also symbolized by the death of his wife.  In 24:1-14 the cooking pot and its contents represent Jerusalem besieged by the Chaldeans. Instead of clearing away and ceasing their transgressions against God they continued (24:6) and eventually Jerusalem was leveled to the ground.  (24:11-14)

a) Have there been times when we might have ignored the sin in our lives and let it pile up?  What causes us to do this and how does the Lord (if He does) deal with us when we seem to be deep in our sin?

2. God still provides hope for His people as He continuously has done throughout the previous chapters.  This time hope is seen through the death of Ezekiel's wife whom the Lord takes from him. (24:15-27). Though the delight of Ezekiel's eyes was taken away from him, God tells him not to mourn (in the customary manner) (24:16, 24:24, 24:27)

a) Why do you think the Lord is telling Ezekiel not to mourn?
b) What kind of hope can you see in this chapter (24:20-27)
C. Predictions against the foreign nations
Key Chapters: 25-32
1. In the next 8 chapters Ezekiel prophesies against foreign nations. 
a) What are some differences between the sufferings that the Israelites will have to go through and the vengeance that the Lord inflicts upon the foreign nations (25:7, 29:14-16, 31:18)?
b) Why does God punish these nations and why is it necessary?  (26:1-3(the phrasing used in these verses is repeated at difference instances throughout chapters 25-32, 28:24)

c) How does the punishment that God puts upon the foreign nations show how much He loves His own people?
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