SCA Bible Study:  the Book of Ezekiel
Lesson #39


Bible References

Ezekiel 33-29
I. Preface
Through these chapters Ezekiel speaks God's words which shows a progression from Ezekiel's roles as a watchman to the restoration and deliverance of His people and the judgment upon the enemies of the Israelites.  
II. Outline

A.  From a sinful lives into dependence on the Lord and Restoration
Key Chapters: 33 - 35
1. In 33:11 we can see that God does not rejoice in the death of wicked men and instead desires them to turn from their wicked ways.  What does this tell us of the Lord's character?
2. God says that when a righteous man trusts in his own righteousness then he commits iniquity in 33:13.  What does this mean and what does the Lord desire us to do instead (33:14)? 
3. Read 33:32, how is Ezekiel describing the Israelites’ attitude toward God?  How is this similar to how we may sometimes treat the Lord?  

4. Those who were in the position to be shepherds to God's people did not watch over the Lord's sheep as they should.  In 34:8 can you think of examples of how in today's time "shepherds" might feed themselves and not their sheep? (see also 34:20-23)
5. In 34:17-31 Ezekiel prophecies of first restoring them and then setting His servant David over them.  See specifically 34:23-24.  What differences do you see between the shepherds who were not doing God's will and the new shepherd that God is providing?  Who do you think this new shepherd is?
6. In 35:32, the Lord says that He is not restoring His people for their sake.  For whom is He is doing it for?  How does this relate to us?

B. God is against Edom and Gog and a Reminder to Israel of their own sins
Key Chapters: 35, 38, 39
1. Again the Lord is pronouncing judgment against the nations that have gone against Israel. Read 35:5-6.  What is the difference (if any) between God's jealousy and man’s jealousy?
2. In 35:27-20 God is reminding His people of their past sins, why do you think He does this? 
3. In 38:23 we can see what the Lord's wrath upon Gog accomplishes.  Of the things noted, how does He "sanctify" Himself?

4. In 39:11-24 there is much work that the Lord requires of His people to cleanse the land and lasts many months.   How difficult or easy do you think this work is and how can we relate this to ourselves?

C. Restoration
Key Chapters: 37
1. In this chapter the Lord brings back to life dry bones
a) What do these bones represent?
b) What is the purpose of God's question in 37:3

c) Initially, there is no life in the dry bones, and then God breathes life into the bones. (37:14) Can you think of an example from the New Testament that is similar to this?

d) What is the significant of reuniting Judas and Israel (37:19)

e) Where is God's dwelling place and sanctuary today?  Will He ever leave that place? (37:27-28)
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