SCA Bible Study:  The Book of Daniel
Lesson #41


Bible Reference

Daniel 1–12
I. Preface


Daniel was a Jewish prophet born of nobility but was taken captive to Babylon under the reign of King Nebuchadnezzar at a young age.  He remained a captive for seventy years until the first year of King Darius.  During this age of Gentile reign, God was acknowledged only as “God of the heavens” but not as “God of the earth.”  However, God raised Daniel as a light and witness.  Throughout his life, Daniel resolved to withstand worldly temptation and serve God absolutely.  Because of his unwavering faithfulness, God rewarded him with wisdom, understanding, and the gift of prophecy.


The book of Daniel is divided into two main sections.  Chapters 1–6 are historical and speak of Daniel as a person.  Chapters 7–12 are prophetic and speak of the prophecy from the Lord until the end times.
II. Outline

A. The Testimony of Daniel (Daniel 1–6)
1. In Daniel 6:3, Daniel was described as one who “possessed an extraordinary spirit.”

a) In the first six chapters, why was Daniel recognized in such a way?  Please give specific examples.

2. In Daniel 1:8, Daniel “purposed in his heart” (NKJV) or “made up his mind” (NAS) not to defile himself with food and wine.

a) Why did Daniel consider these to be things that would defile him, and how was God faithful to Daniel for his resolution?

b) Today, what do we consider to be things that would defile us?

c) Have you committed yourself to the Lord as Daniel did?  How?

d) In your life, what is the “purpose of your heart” and how do you keep yourself pure for the Lord?  Why is maintaining purity important?

3. Daniel actively chose not to live the life of comfort offered to him and did not compromise his devotion to the Lord in challenging situations.

a) What events in Daniel’s life illustrate this?

b) Had Daniel chosen the comfortable, easy life, how do you think his testimony and life would have been affected?

c) Consider your own testimony.  How do you or how can you manifest the Lord in your life?

4. We often acknowledge God as our Savior, Comforter, and Helper.  However, Daniel means “God is my Judge” and he lived his life accordingly.

a) What did it mean to Daniel to live with God as his Judge?

b) Do you recognize God as your Judge?  How does having Him as your Judge cause you to live your life differently?
B. The Prophecy Through Daniel (Daniel 7–12)
1. The vision given to Daniel in chapter 7 is similar to the dream of Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 2.  In Nebuchadnezzar’s dream he saw a great statue, but the emphasis was on the stone cut out without hands that ultimately destroyed the statue (2:31–35).  In Daniel’s vision he saw four beasts, but the emphasis was on the throne that was set up (7:2–14), the sovereignty of the Highest One, and the everlasting kingdom (vv. 26–28).

a) What does the great statue in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and the four beasts in Daniel’s vision represent?
b) What is the significance of the stone cut out without hands (2:34) and the thrones that were set up (7:9)?
c) What is your reaction to these visions and dreams?  Do you believe we are living in the end times, and how does that affect you personally?
2. In chapter 9, Daniel is praying to the Lord regarding the prophecy in Jeremiah 25 and 29 that Babylonian captivity would soon come to an end.  In response, the Lord sent His angel Gabriel to grant Daniel insight into the future.  War would continue, the antichrist would deceive many, and Jerusalem would be destroyed until Christ finally returned.

a) What is Daniel’s attitude in his prayer?  How does it compare to ours?

b) This prophecy mentions the deception of the antichrist.  How do we guard ourselves against this today?
3. God revealed many visions to Daniel but did not fulfill the prophecies during his lifetime.  In Daniel 12:9, God concealed the words and sealed them up “until the end time,” so Daniel did not fully understand.  However, these words are now open to us because the entire Bible is given to us.

a) Why does God choose to speak through prophets even though His words may not be fulfilled during the prophet’s lifetime?

b) What significance do these prophecies have to us?  Are there any warnings or encouragement we can take away from them?
