SCA Bible Study:  Poetry & Prophets
Lesson #42

Hosea:  The Goodness of God


I. Bible Reference

Hosea 1–14

II. Preface

Hosea was given a prophetic message to the northern kingdom of Israel.  Outwardly, the nation was prosperous and growing, but inwardly, the people were morally corrupt and committing spiritual adultery.  God begged Israel to return to Him, but she would not listen.  His message to His people through Hosea was that He abhors their sins, judgment is certain, but His love stands firm.

III. Outline

A. Background (excerpts from “God Has Spoken” by Stephen Kaung)
1. Hosea’s name means salvation or deliverance.

2. Hosea prophesied in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (kings of Judah); and Jeroboam II son of Jehoash (king of Israel).

3. Hosea was the first prophet whose personal life was used as a symbol to his fellow man, a miniature representation of the national life of Israel.

4. In obedience to God, Hosea, a holy man of God, married an unholy woman Gomer, daughter of Diblaim, whose name means perfection, double lump of figs, or sweetness.  She represents the sweetness of pleasure in sins (though the parent of destruction).

5. Hosea’s children were Jezreel (God will scatter), Lo-Ruhamah (having obtained no mercy or not loved), and Lo-Ammi (not My people).

6. A backslidden nation:  Jeroboam established golden cows in Dan and Bethel so that the people would not have to travel to Jerusalem — this was the split northern nation which was not under the legitimate rule of the house of David.  Jeroboam set up a system of worship that was like the worship in Jerusalem but was a counterfeit.  Then under Ahab and Jezebel, the people also started worshipping Baal (the meaning of Baal is master or lord).  The nation was corrupted with lying, cheating, bloodshed, violence, drinking, and debauchery of all kinds.  God’s heart was broken by His people, but they refused to turn back to Him.  So God finally gave up on them, saying, “You are not My people.”

7. However, God still loved His people.  So His message through Hosea was the love of God.  In Hosea we see two things:  the ways of God and the love of God.

B. Theme Verse:  Hosea 14:9



Who is wise?  He will realize these things.



Who is discerning?  He will understand them.



The ways of the Lord are right;



the righteous walk in them,



but the rebellious stumble in them.

C. Hosea 1

1. God is comparing physical harlotry or adultery to that which is spiritual harlotry or adultery.

2. God uses Hosea’s personal family life, his marriage, and his children to not only be the gossip of all the neighbors and townspeople but to be a loud message to all the nation regarding God’s heart.

D. Hosea 2

1. The fifth prophecy (list the four mentioned in chapter 1):  Ammi meaning My people, Ruhamah meaning pitied — the day is coming when God is going to say, “You are My people.”

2. The Lord condemns Israel’s unfaithfulness and describes how He will bring them back to Himself because of His love

E. Hosea 3

1. The Lord commands Hosea to redeem (look up the meaning of this word) his adulteress wife as a symbol of what God wants to do with His people.

F. Hosea 4–10

1. God’s controversy with Israel and her unfaithfulness to Him is shown.

2. The descriptions of Israel’s sins are spelled out.

3. The descriptions of God’s punishment are also depicted.

G. Hosea 11

1. God yearns for His people and their heart.

H. Hosea 12–13

1. These chapters continue to list Israel’s sins against God, including idolatry.

2. Hosea prophesies of God’s judgments.

I. Hosea 14

1. God Himself will restore His people (note verses 4 and 5).

