SCA Bible Study:  Poetry & Prophets
Lesson #43

Joel and Amos


I. Bible References

Joel 1–3

Amos 1–9

II. Preface to Joel


Joel, whose name means “Jehovah is my God,” is a prophet because the word of the Lord came to him and may be considered a minor prophet.  However, the time and place in which he prophesied is uncertain.  It is believed that he prophesied during the time of King Joash.

III. Outline for Joel

A. Background on Joel

· During the reign of King Joash, the Israelites served and worshiped the Lord in a purely outward and careless fashion.  The Lord was displeased and His house remained in a state of desolation.  King Joash collected money to restore the temple of God, but the effort was not sincere.  King Joash even forsook the Lord and began worshipping idols.  Although King Joash and the Israelites served God outwardly, their hearts were far away from Him.  At this time, the Lord sent His prophet Joel.

B. Natural Disasters (Joel 1)
· God used natural disasters to discipline the people whom He dearly loved.  However, the people were ignorant of God’s purpose behind these events.

1. How do we react when we hear of natural disasters today?  Do you think they are warnings from God and a sign of the Lord’s return?

2. How do we react when the Lord disciplines us?  Have you seen and/or experienced His love through discipline?  Where is this mentioned in the Bible?

C. The Day of the Lord and His Provision (Joel 2)
· Despite the prophecy of destruction, God is compassionate and provides an escape for His people through repentance.

1. In Joel 2:12–13, what did God tell His people?

2. Why did God say this to a people whose hearts were far away from Him?  Did the people in fact repent and return to the Lord?

3. As we read this verse today, what is your reaction?  Have you experienced these verses practically?  Do you have a desire to return to the Lord?  What may inhibit our desire for the Lord?

4. In 2:28–32, Joel prophesies of a time period between the first and second coming of the Messiah.  What is this prophecy?  What does the Lord promise those who call on His name?  How do these verses affect you personally and how you live your life?

D. Judgment and Blessing (Joel 3)
· The day of the Lord is deliverance for God’s people but also judgment for all the nations.

1. How do we prepare ourselves for the Lord’s return?  What encouragement and warning can we take away from this book?

2. Joel reminds us of the importance of repenting and returning to the Lord.  How will you respond after reading the prophecies of Joel?

IV. Preface to Amos


Amos means “bearer” or “heavy,” indicating that he bore the burden of the Lord.  While tending sheep in the southern kingdom of Judah (King Uzziah), God called Amos to leave his home to prophesy to the northern kingdom (King Jeroboam II).  He lived during a time of material prosperity and military power.

V. Outline for Amos

A. The Lord Rules (Amos 1–2)
1. In chapters 1 and 2, how many times does the phrase “This is what the Lord says” appear?  What is the significance of this?

2. To which nations does God begin speaking and to which does He finish?  Why is this important?

3. For every nation mentioned, it begins, “For three sins of [a nation], even for four, I will not turn back My wrath.”  What do you think this meant back then, and how do you think it relates to us today?

B. Meeting the Lord (Amos 3–6)
1. In Amos 3–6, “Hear this word” is repeated three times to the sons of Israel.  Why is this said and why three times?  Have you ever felt God asking you to listen to Him?  Please share your experiences.

2. In Amos 4:11–12, God said to His children Israel, “Prepare to meet your God.”  Why did He say this to them?  How can we prepare ourselves to meet our God?  How do you envision your meeting with the Lord if He were to return today?

3. As seen in Amos 5:4, God always gives us a chance to return to Him.  Have you experienced God granting you additional chances to return to Him?  Please share your experiences of repentance and receiving second chances.

C. God-given Visions (Amos 7–9)
1. Read Amos 7:1–9.  Please summarize the conversation between Amos and the Lord.  What was the final outcome?  Why did God choose to do this to His people?

2. In Amos 9:11–15, God promises restoration for the tabernacle of David.  What does the tabernacle of David represent today?  What encouragement can we take away from God’s promises?
