SCA Bible Study:  Poetry & Prophets
Lesson #44


I. Bible Reference

Obadiah 1:1–21

II. Preface

Obadiah was a Jewish prophet that some Bible scholars consider to have been a contemporary of Jeremiah based on comparisons of Obadiah 1:1–9 and Jeremiah 49:7–16.  In Hebrew, Obadiah means servant or worshipper of the Lord.


Obadiah describes a struggle that began in the womb between twin brothers Esau and Jacob that unfolded into a conflict between their respective descendents, the Edomites and the Israelites.  God severely condemns the Edomites for their stubborn refusal to help Israel when Israel was invaded.  Edom’s crimes are laid out and Obadiah pronounces total destruction as judgment.  (Paraphrased from Nelson’s New King James Version.)

The Book of Obadiah, the shortest book in the Old Testament, is divided into three main sections.  Verses 1–9 prophesy complete destruction in the land of Edom.  Verses 10–14 explain how Edom did not come to the rescue in Israel’s time of need.  Verses 15–21 prophesy the restoration of Israel and judgment on Edom.

III. Outline

A. The Destruction of Edom (Obadiah 1:1–9)
1. Briefly review the history between Esau (Edom) and Jacob (Israel).  (See Genesis 25, 27, 32, 33, 36.)

2. Obadiah prophesies the destruction of Edom, yet Edom and Israel were brothers and descendents of Abraham.  What does this prophecy reveal about God’s character?

3. Unlike some other prophets, Obadiah’s words contain no message regarding repentance.  Why doesn’t God give Edom an opportunity here to change? 

B. How Edom Mistreated Israel (Obadiah 1:10–14)
1. What are the accusations leveled against Edom? 

a) Why is it sometimes so easy to delight in the sufferings or troubles of brothers and sisters? 

b) If Esau and Jacob’s relationship as brothers in a family is applied to us as brothers and sisters in Christ’s body, what warnings can we derive from these verses? 

2. Obadiah labels Edom as an enemy of Israel.    

a) How aware are we that there may be enemies among members of God’s family?

b) What are some steps we can take to address this condition?

C. The Restoration of Israel (Obadiah 1:15–21)
1. Israel will be restored at the expense of Edom’s total annihilation (v. 18).  Why did Edom’s actions — or lack of action — deserve such absolute judgment?

2. Obadiah pronounces the destruction of the enemies of God’s people, even though they came from the same family.  In New Testament times, who or what are the enemies of God’s people?  What is the judgment for them?

