SCA Bible Study:  Poetry & Prophets
Lesson #45


I. Bible References
Jonah 1–4

Micah 1–7

II. Preface to Jonah


Jonah, whose name means “dove,” was a prophet from Galilee during the time of King Jeroboam II.  He stubbornly refused to prophesy to the wicked Gentile city of Nineveh.  Only after being swallowed by a big fish did he obey.  But even then, he could not appreciate the Lord’s mercy upon the repentant Nineveh.  Through Jonah, the Lord reveals the depth of his merciful heart upon sinners.

III. Outline for Jonah

A. Jonah’s Disobedience (Jonah 1)
1. Why did Jonah, a Jew, refuse to go to Nineveh, a Gentile city?  Do you suppose he really thought he could flee from the presence of God?

2. How do you relate to Jonah?  Have there been experiences in which you found it difficult to obey the Lord or you consciously disobeyed or ignored Him?

3. Why is it hard for us to obey the Lord in everything?  How can we overcome?

4. Read 1:10.  Why did the men react as they did?  Do you think Jonah was a good testimony for the Lord?  Why or why not?

B. Jonah and the Fish (Jonah 2)
1. Why did God choose to save Jonah in the manner that He did?

2. What is Jonah’s attitude in prayer?  Have you ever been brought to a similar point of despair as Jonah?

3. Read 2:9.  Why is thanksgiving an important part of our prayer and attitude towards the Lord?  Consider your own life.  Do you possess an attitude of thanksgiving before the Lord?

C. The Redemption of Nineveh (Jonah 3–4)
1. Why was Jonah displeased and angry that the Lord spared Nineveh?

2. Read 4:6–11.  What lesson did the Lord teach Jonah and how?  How does 4:11 affect us today?

3. Acknowledging that Jonah’s three days and nights in the belly of the fish represents our Lord Jesus’ death and resurrection, and that God’s mercy upon the sinful city of Nineveh represents God’s mercy upon our own wicked generation, what lessons and encouragement can we gain from the Book of Jonah?  What does this book reveal about the heart of our Lord, and what is our reaction?

IV. Preface to Micah


Though it may seem that Micah’s prophecy is judgment, it subtly portrays a positive and encouraging message, as summarized in Micah 7:18–20.  The Lord uses Micah, whose name means “Who is like Jehovah?” to reveal His own nature — that He is incomparable and unique.  The Lord stands alone, and there is none like Him.  Although Micah did not directly speak of God as the Almighty Creator of the universe, it is clear that he recognized Him as such.  He also recognized that the nature of God is mercy.

V. Outline for Micah

A. “Hear, O Peoples, All of You” (Micah 1–2)
1. Why does God speak through Micah about the destruction of his own people but call all the people of the world to listen to the judgment?

2. Even amidst judgment, God mentions hope and the “glory of Israel” (1:15).  What does this reveal about God’s character?  Who is Adullam?

B. “Listen, You Leaders of Jacob” (Micah 3–5)
1. Who are the leaders and rulers of Jacob?  (See also Romans 13.)  Why is God in this judgment specifically calling out to the rulers to listen?  Does this apply to us?  How so?

2. What does 3:12 mean to you?

3. In 5:2, God speaks of hope in the midst of judgment.  Who is the ruler described in this verse?  Why does God speak of judgment and hope simultaneously?

4. When God disciplines you personally, do you listen to the words of hope that God speaks to you or are you consumed by the discipline?

C. Hear, O Mountains and Hills (Micah 6–7)
1. Why does God call the mountains to listen?  (See Luke 19:40.)  What does this say about our hearts in heeding the words of the Lord?

2. The Lord’s pleading finally touched a few hearts of His people.  What does God desire from us (6:6–8)?

3. What message is God sending in the last three verses of the book (7:18–20)?  How does this affect you?
