SCA Bible Study:  Poetry & Prophets
Lesson #48


I. Bible Reference

Zechariah 1–8

II. Preface


The Book of Zechariah contains the messages of the prophet Zechariah, a contemporary of Haggai.  They were given to the Jews in Jerusalem who had returned from their captivity in Babylon.  The first eight chapters are primarily concerned with the rebuilding of the temple, although the language used is highly symbolic.  Zechariah encouraged the people to put away the sin in their lives and to continue rebuilding the temple.  His visions described the judgment of Israel’s enemies, the blessings to Jerusalem, and the need for God’s people to remain pure.


The second half of Zechariah (not covered in this lesson) contains many prophecies about the coming Messiah and the end times.

III. Outline

A. A Call to Repentance (Zechariah 1:1–6)
· The Lord spoke through Zechariah the prophet to the people:  “Return to Me, and I will return to you” (1:3), so they returned.  Israel had turned away from the Lord and had gone their own way, but God still loved them.  He pleaded with them and promised them if they would return to Him, He would return to them.

1. Perhaps the years of exile and hardship made it easier for the Israelites to turn back to God and repent.  Are we like this sometimes?  Has a difficult time in your life resulted in repentance or drawing closer to the Lord?

2. Our God is jealous for our devotion.  How do we keep from falling away?  If we’ve wandered, how can we make things right again and reclaim the peace and joy of close fellowship with the Lord?

B. Zechariah’s Visions (Zechariah 1:7–6:8)
· Horses patrol the earth (1:8–17).  Messengers report to God that the surrounding nations that have oppressed Judah are living in careless and sinful ease.  God declares that Jerusalem will rise again.

· Four horns and four craftsmen (1:18–21).  The horns are four world powers that oppressed and scattered the people of Judah and Israel.  The four craftsmen will throw down the horns.

· Man with a measuring line (2:1–13).  The city will one day be full of people, and God Himself will be a wall around the city.

· Satan accuses Joshua the high priest (3:1–10).  Joshua stands before God, and his filthy clothes are exchanged for clean garments.  Satan’s accusations are rejected by God.

· Gold lampstand and two olive trees (4:1–14).  “‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord Almighty” (v. 6).  Small things are not to be despised, since success comes through God’s Spirit, not through the people’s own might and resources.

· Flying scroll (5:1–4).  Represents God’s curse.

· Woman in a basket (5:5–11).  Represents the wickedness of the nations.

· Four chariots (6:1–8).  Represent God’s judgment on the world.

C. God’s Mercy (Zechariah 3)
· This vision graphically portrays how we receive God’s mercy.  We do nothing ourselves.  God removes our filthy clothes (sins) and then provides us with new, clean, rich garments (the righteousness and holiness of God).  (See Ephesians 4:24; Revelation 19:8.)

1. What do we need to do to receive the new garments?

2. What do we need to keep in mind when Satan tries to make us feel dirty and unworthy?

D. Small Things (Zechariah 4)
· “Who has despised the day of small things?” (v. 10).  Bigger and more beautiful is not necessarily better.  It is the attitude of heart that counts.  If the Lord is in the work and it is being done for Him and by Him, that is what really counts.  “‘Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord” (v. 6).

1. Who was Zerubbabel?

2. What are some small ways in which you can start serving the Lord?

3. How do we yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit for effectiveness in ministry and service, rather than rely on our own strength and abilities?

E. The Messiah Is Both King and High Priest (Zechariah 6:9–15)
· This passage is about the coming Messiah.  God was telling Zechariah that someone worthy of the crown would come to rule as both king and priest (v. 13).

1. What are the implications of this fact?  How does it affect our relationship with Jesus?

F. Justice and Mercy, Not Fasting (Zechariah 7)
· The Israelites had lost their sincere desire for a loving relationship with God.  Zechariah told them that they had been fasting without a proper attitude of repentance or worship.

1. What does the Lord desire of us?  What are examples of ways we can apply verses 8–10 in our own lives?

2. How do we make sure that our hearts do not become hard as flint like the Israelites’ forefathers (vv. 11–13)?

G. Words of Encouragement (Zechariah 8)
· The Lord promises to bless and restore Jerusalem and Judah, and describes the coming peace and prosperity.

