SCA Bible Study:  Poetry & Prophets
Lesson #49


I. Bible References

Zechariah 9–14

Malachi 1–4

II. Preface to Zechariah 9–14


These last few chapters of Zechariah contain prophecies about Israel’s future.  After the temple was completed, Zechariah gave several prophecies, which describe the first and second comings of Jesus Christ, His work, and His glory.  Israel’s King (Christ) would come, but He would be rejected by His people.  They would later repent and be restored to God.  The last chapter contains a vivid description of the true “Return of the King.”

III. Outline for Zechariah 9–14

A. The Coming of the Messiah (Zechariah 9:9–10)
· The Triumphal Entry of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey was prophesied here (v. 9) more than five hundred years before it happened.  Verse 10 refers to His second coming.

B. The Rejection of the Messiah (Zechariah 11:4–17; 12:10; 13:7)
· When were the following prophecies fulfilled?

1. Zechariah 11:12 and 11:13.

2. Zechariah 12:10a and 12:10b.

3. Zechariah 13:7b.

C. The Salvation of the Messiah (Zechariah 13:1)
· The fountain is used to symbolize God’s forgiveness.  In John 4, Jesus tells of His “living water” that satisfies completely and which becomes in us a well of water springing up to eternal life.

1. Are you spiritually thirsty?  Do you need to experience God’s forgiveness again?  How do we drink from the fountain?

D. The Triumph of the Messiah (Zechariah 14)
· This chapter portrays the eventual return and triumph of the Messiah over all the earth and His reign over God’s people.  The chronological order of these future events is not clear.

1. Our time is short.  How can we focus on the things that have eternal value?  How can we ensure that we are personally ready for the Lord’s return?

IV. Preface to Malachi


Malachi was the last of the Old Testament prophets.  In his time, Jerusalem and the temple had already been rebuilt for almost a century, but the people had once again fallen away from God.  Their relationship with Him was broken because of their sin and they would soon be punished, but those who repented would receive God’s blessing, highlighted in His promise to send the Messiah.

V. Outline for Malachi

A. God’s Love (Malachi 1:1–5)
· God loves His people even when they ignore or disobey Him, as we see in Malachi.  Because God loves us so much, He hates hypocrisy and careless living, which denies Him the relationship He wants to have with us.

1. The people questioned God’s love, saying, “How have You loved us?”  Do you ever question God’s love?  Share ways that the Lord has shown His great love for you.

B. Blemished Sacrifices and Other Sins (Malachi 1:6–2:9)
· God rebukes the priests for failing to honor Him (to the point of showing contempt for His name) and failing to be good spiritual examples to the people.

1. What were the priests doing wrong?  (God points out several problems.)

2. How are we to offer sacrifices to God today?  (See Romans 12:1).  Do we sometimes just offer God our leftover time, money, and energy?  If this is not the best we can give, what can we do to change our attitude?  How can we worship Him with a right heart?

C. Unfaithfulness (Malachi 2:10–16)
· God rebukes the people for their unfaithfulness in marriage.

1. What were the people doing?  Why does God see this as a problem?  What was God’s response?

2. In what ways is this passage applicable to us today?  (See Matthew 19:1–9; 2 Corinthians 6:14–18.)

D. Robbing God (Malachi 3:6–15)
· God says to the people, “Return to me, and I will return to you” (v. 7).  He rebukes the people for robbing Him.

1. What were the people doing (or not doing)?

2. What is a tithe, and what is an offering?

3. The only time the Bible suggests we test God is here in this passage, with our tithes and offerings.  Is this principle still relevant today?  What does Jesus say about it?  (See Matthew 6:19–21; Luke 6:38.)  And Paul?  (See 2 Corinthians 9:6–7.)

4. Have you experienced the Lord’s blessings through faithful giving?

E. The Day of the Lord (Malachi 3:1–5; 3:16–4:6)
· Upon Malachi’s death, the voice of God’s prophets would be silent for four hundred years.  Then a prophet like Elijah would come (3:1a; 4:5–6) to prepare the way for the Messiah.

1. How was this prophecy fulfilled?  (See Matthew 11:10,14.)

