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Originally appearing in Volume V02, Page 635 of the 1911 Encyclopedia Britannica.
ARNOLD (1666-1714)  , German Protestant divine, was born at Annaberg, in Saxony, where his father was a schoolmaster . In 1682 he went to the Gymnasium at Gera, and three years later to the university of Wittenberg . Here he made a special study of theology and history, and afterwards, through the influence of P . J . Spener, " the father of pietism," he became tutor in Quedlinburg . His first work, Die Erste Liebe zu.Christo, to which in moderntimes attention was again directed by Leo Tolstoy, appeared in 1696 . It went through five editions before 1728, and gained the author much reputation . In the year after its publication he was invited to Giessen as professor of church history . The life and work here, however, proved so distasteful to him that he resigned in 1698, and returned to Quedlinburg . In 1699 he began to publish his largest work, described by Tolstoy (The Kingdom of Godis within You, chap. iii.) as" remarkable, although little known," Unparteiische Kim/ten- and Ketzerhistorie, in which he has been thought by some to show more impartiality towards heresy than towards the Church (cp . OttoPfleiderer, Development of Theology, p . 277) .

His next work, Geheimniss der gottlichen
· SOPHIA (1630-1714)
Sophia, published in 1700, seemed to indicate that he had developed a form of mysticism . Soon afterwards, however, his acceptance of a pastorate marked a change, and he produced a number of noteworthy works onpractical theology . He was also known as the author of sacred poems . Gottfried Arnold has rightly been classed with the pietistic section of Protestant historians (Bibliotheca Sacra, 1850) . See Calwer-Zeller, Theologisches Handworterbuch, and the account of him in Albert Knapp's new edition of Die erste Liebe zu Christo (1845) .
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Gottfried Arnold was a German Pietist, church historian, independent author of devotional books, and from 1704 to his death pastor of a Lutheran church in Brandenburg. As the most prominent mediator between Anabaptism and German Pietism he was widely read among the Mennonites of the 18th and 19th centuries, and exerted a tangible influence upon the Mennonite church as a whole toward a more pietistic and "inward" Christianity. In studying Arnold, one must distinguish between the earlier independent author (1696-1704) who opposed the doctrinal and ecclesiastical orthodoxy of his time, and the later church man who found some reconciliation with the established Lutheran theology (1704-1714). The influence of J. P. Spener (died 1705) and rising Pietism is quite obvious in his writings, yet Arnold pursues his own ways and is in a strict sense not a follower of Spener. He might be better characterized as a pietistic separatist who distrusted dogma and ecclesiasticism altogether, and who sought a semi-mystical foundation of his faith in the subjectivity of religious experience, following somewhat the lead of Johann Arndt (died 1621) and Valentin Weigel (died 1588).

In 1696 Arnold published his first major work, Die erste Liebe, das ist die wahre Abbildung der ersten Christen nach ihrem lebendigen Glauben und Leben, an almost revolutionary book of the new trend that established his fame and brought him an appointment as professor at the University of Giessen in 1697, which he resigned a year later. This book gives a new picture of the primitive church as the ideal brotherhood to be emulated. Its appeal was tremendous throughout the 18th century (six editions appeared up to 1780, latest European edition 1845) and continued also its value as a favorite devotional reader among the Pennsylvania Germans (numerous editions in America).

Three years later, Arnold published his opus magnum, the Unpartheiische Kirchen- und Ketzer-Historie (first edition at Frankfurt a. M., 1699-1700, second edition 1729, an enlarged third edition, edited by others, at Schaffhausen 1740-1742 in three large folio volumes). In a sense it was an epoch-making work, being strictly in opposition to official Lutheran church historiography. Following the footsteps of Sebastian Franck he arrived at a new and original appreciation of the free church movements that the established churches called "heretical" and stigmatized as "sects." To Arnold, just the opposite was true: "Those who make heretics are the heretics proper, and those who are called heretics are the real God-fearing people" ("Die Ketzermacher sind die eigentlichen Ketzer, und die Verketzerten sind die wahrhaft Frommen"). In search for true representatives of an inward Christianity, Arnold found many original sources both of medieval sectarian movements and of Anabaptism of the 16th century. For the latter he could use the recently published Annales Anabaptistici by J. H. Ottius (Basel, 1672), the Geistliches Blumengärtlein (Amsterdam, 1680), and similar volumes. His detailed presentation and appreciation of the Anabaptists and Mennonites fills no less than 250 pages of the 1740 edition (namely, I, 856-899, 1299-1310, 1313-1500; II, 159-167, 1059-1065). A large section was devoted also to reprints of the writings of David Joris.
Arnold manifests a fine knowledge and grasp of Anabaptism (including the Hutterites) and Mennonitism, and his work did much to dispel false prejudices among the general public. In this senseArnold's Ketzer-Historie might well be considered as a real continuation of Sebastian Franck's similar work, the Chronica of 1531. In the 18th century this type of church historiography greatly expanded and helped to rehabilitate those despised groups (see Ketzer-Historie). The influence of Arnold's work upon official church historians toward a more impartial evaluation of independent groups cannot be doubted, though at first the book occasioned a vigorous controversy with orthodox Lutherans, for new editions of the work appeared long after his death, in 1729 and 1740-1742.

All told, Arnold wrote about 50 books, mostly of a mystical-devotional character, some of which also found much response among German Mennonites. In 1700 he published Das Geheimnis der göttlichen Sophia, a book clearly following the line of the Christian theosophy of Jakob Boehme (died 1624). In 1704, another popular book was published, Wahre Abbildung des inwendigen Christentums (3rd edition, 1733), which found its way into many Mennonite homes of both continents. One of his latest books, Theologia Experimentalis, oder Geistliche Erfahrungslehre, Erkenntnis und Erfahrung in den vornehmsten Stücken des lebendigen Christentums, of 1714, was reprinted in Pennsylvania in 1855 by John Oberholtzer, the leader of the later General Conference Mennonite group, and advertised in the latter's Der Religiöse Beobachter as a highly recommended devotional book. It represents again this type of semi-mystical and subjective inward Christianity, not bound to any ecclesiastical body but also not pressing toward radical commitments and witnessing in the world. It is a book of the Stillen im Lande
Arnold was also a successful hymn writer. Some of his hymns such as "So führst Du doch recht selig," "O Durchbrecher aller Banden," "Frag deinen Gott," and several more have found a place in the hymnals of the German Mennonites.
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	III.Gottfried Arnold (Hymn-Writer)

	Born: 1666 - Small village in Saxony, Germany
Died: 1714 - Perleberg in Brandenburg, Germany

	Gottfried Arnold was the son of a poor schoolmaster, and lost his mother while he was yet quite a child, Thus his early years were marked by struggle and hardship, and an absence of that home-tenderness which might have softened his naturally rugged and overbearing disposition.

In 1689 he came to Dresden, at the age of 22, as tutor in a noble family. Here he met with Spener, was strongly attracted by him, and considered that he owed his conversion to Spener's meetings for religious conversation. Their friendship continued through life. Spener had a great admiration for Arnold's genius and entire conscientiousness, and frequently employed his influence with success on his behalf Arnold was deeply attached to Spener, but he thought him too gentle, too much inclined to balance between the opposite sides of a question, and not unfrequently censured his practical conduct. At Dresden, as soon as he was converted, he at once began to express in the most open and severe manner, his disapprobation of the life that was going on around him, a proceeding which of course led to an abrupt dismissal from his situation. For the next 16 years he led an unsettled life. He received various appointments, among them a professorship at Giessen, and wherever he went, his energy, earnestness, and eloquence were sure to produce an effect and to win him followers. But he always made enemies too by his fierce attacks on whatever seemed to him wrong, especially on the old orthodox party; and as he was in the habit of familiar intercourse with sectarians such as Dippel, and of abstaining from divine service and the Holy Communion where he was not satisfied with the minister, it was easy to find charges against him which generally ensured his removal after a time. In his earlier years he strongly advocatcd an ascetic life, and spoke much in praise of celibacy, but at the age of thirty-four he married; and though he himself testified that this marriage, which was in every respect a suitable one, had been of great assistance to him in the spiritual life, it gave offence to many of the more zealous of his admirers.

Yet amid all these distractions he was a man of truly German industry in the way of authorship, his greatest work being "An Impartial History of the Church and all Heresies," which earned him from his adversaries the reproach of being the arch-heretic himself. But he is now best remembered by his hymns, of which he wrote 130, and among them several of very great beauty. Many are rather poems than hymns, and he also composed a number of religious madrigals and poetical aphorisms, but these are somewhat sentimental and exaggerated in style, and have not maintained their place like the hymns. The latter first appeared in 1697, under the title "Sparks of Divine Love," and the volume was frequently reprinted with additions.

In 1707 Arnold was appointed pastor of Perleberg in Brandenburg, and here he spent the last seven years of his life in unwearied activity, but in peace, for his congregation were of his own way of thinking, and he was protected by the King. In 1713 his health began to fail, and at Easter 1714, while he was celebrating the Holy Communion, a Prussian recruiting party burst into the church and dragged away a number of young men from the very steps of the altar. This outrage and his unavailing efforts to save the members of his flock, so affected him that he took to his bed two days afterwards and died within a few weeks.


IV. Arnold, Gottfried (Annaberg, Saxony, 1666-1714, Perleberg), Pietist and mystic, whose awareness of the great gulf between the Church and primitive Christianity led to a life devoted to the fostering of a more truly Christian outlook. After attending Wittenberg University, Arnold moved to Dresden in 1689 where, through the help of his mentor P. J. Spener, he worked as a private tutor. He then settled in Quedlinburg where he sought to spread his gospel through a circle of friends and wrote his first work, Wahre Abbildung Der Ersten Christen (1696). After a short period as Professor of History in Gießen (1697-8) he returned to Quedlinburg, disillusioned with the secularity of academic life. Here he began the monumental work which made his name a household word for nearly a century. The Unpartheyische Kirchen- und Ketzerhistorie (1699-1700) treats ecclesiastical history as a conflict between the tendency of the Church to petrify into rigidity and the efforts of heretics in every age to renew it. From 1701 pastor at the court of Saxe-Eisenach, Arnold, whose ecclesiastical unorthodoxy exposed him to persistent attack, enjoyed the protection of Prussia from 1702 to 1705 when he took up the cure in Werben, Altmark. From 1707 to his death he was pastor and diocesan inspector in Perleberg. HisGeheimnis der Göttlichen Sophia (1701, repr. 1963) and Historie und Beschreibung Der Mystischen Theologie (1703, repr. 1970) and his lyric poetry testify to his preoccupation with the mystic tradition. His numerous hymns, which were not collected in his lifetime, were especially popular in the pietistic community. The best known of them is ‘So führst Du doch recht selig, Herr, die Deinen’.Top of Form
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Kupferstich von Gottfried Arnold
V. Gottfried Arnold (5 September 1666, Annaberg, Erzgebirge – 30 May 1714, Perleberg) was a German Lutheran theologian and historian.

Arnold was born at Annaberg, in Saxony (Germany), where his father was schoolmaster. In 1682 he went to the Gymnasium atGera, and three years later to the University of Wittenberg. Here made a special study of theology and history, and afterwards, through the influence of Philip Jacob Spener, the father ofpietism, became tutor in Quedlinburg. His first work, Die Erste Liebe zu Christo, appeared in 1696. It went through five editions before 1728, and gained the author a high reputation.

In the year after its publication he was invited to Gießen as professor of church history. He disliked academic politics and academic life so much that he resigned in 1698, and returned toWittenberg. The next year he began to publish his largest work, his Unparteyische Kirchen- und Ketzer-historie [i.e., Impartial History of the Church and of Heresy] (Frankfurt, 1699-1700), two hefty volumes in which he showed more sympathy towardsheresy than towards any established Church, or especially the clergy (cf. Otto Pfleiderer, Development of Theology, p. 277). In this major revision of church history, Arnold directed his sharpest criticism against those who wrote deeply biased apologetic "orthodox" histories instead of trying to understand where substantial religious differences actually came from. In his view, "heresy-making" was usually the defensive reaction of those in authority, rather than a true indictment of unconventional thinkers. He thought that the worst calamity in Church history was its establishment as the accepted and orthodox faith by the Roman Emperor Constantine in the fourth century. Arnold evinced a remarkable sympathy for a huge variety of "heretics." This "Impartial History" exercised a wide influence on the German Enlightenment and won approval from such thinkers as Johann Wolfgang Goethe and Leo Tolstoy. His next work, Geheimniss der göttlichen Sophia, showed that he had developed a form ofmysticism including a female image of wisdom (sophia) as a kind of divinity. Soon afterwards, however, his marriage and his acceptance of a pastorate marked a sharp change of views, and he produced a number of noteworthy works on practical theology. He was a thoroughly learned and prominent Pietist Lutheran, with a wide range of influence, and at least in his early career a radical Pietist, vehemently opposed to the unbending ecclesiastical structures of his time. His hymns also made a substantial contribution to the treasury of hymns within the Lutheran church, and a poem used by Johann Sebastian Bach ("Vergiss mein nicht" BWV 505).
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· Dietrich Blaufuss and Friedrich Niewöhner, eds., Gottfried Arnold (1666-1714). Mit einer Bibliographie der Arnold Literatur ab 1714 (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 1995) [note: this volume contains scholarly articles, pp. 1-336; the inventory of Arnold's personal library taken at his death, pp. 337-410; a schematic listing of the major events in Arnold's life, pp. 411-414; and a bibliography of works on Arnold dating from 1714 to 1993, pp. 415-424] One of the important contributions to this volume is Reinhard Breymayer: "Der wiederentdeckte Katalog zur Bibliothek Gottfried Arnolds," pp. 55-143.
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1550-2010  Search other dates
	 1588
	1588 - b Weigelius died in 1588. There is much respecting him in Arnold's Ecclesiastical History (Gottfried Arnold's Kirchfn nnd Ketzler Hiitone.) and the things of his kingdom—which we plead for—is that alone manifestation and revelation which is discovered and ...
Show more
From The Yorkshireman, a religious and literary journal, by a Friend [L. Howard] …- Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=TRAEAAAAQAAJ&pg=PA12 ...


	 1614
	1614 - It was introduced to the public in 1614 by an anonymous work in German, best known as theFamaFraternitatis,'which promised a ' universal and general reformation of the whole worldthrough theOrden des Rosenkreuzes.' This publication, which Gottfried Arnold ...
Show more
From Dictionary of National Biography - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=vCsJAAAAIAAJ&pg ...


	 1660
	1660 - After some years of wandering in search of knowledge, he was ordained to be his father's assistant and ultimate successor; but violent attacks on the local clergy caused his deposition and imprisonment in 1660. Escaping, he went to Amsterdam and got a charge at ...
Show more
From The New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge
books.google.com/books?id=DmmQqchRdKEC&pg ...


	 1666
	Sep 5, 1666 - SI HE author of this hymn is Gottfried Arnold, born on the 5th September, 1666, at Annaberg, in Saxony, where his father was schoolmaster. He lost his mother very young, and was early trained in the school of affliction. He studied most diligently at the ...
Show more
From Historical notes to the Lyra Germanica [tr. from Versuch eines … - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=pQ0DAAAAQAAJ&pg ...


	 1682
	1682 - GOTTFRIED ARNOLD (1666-1714), German Protestant divine, was born at Annaberg, in Saxony, where his father was a schoolmaster. In 1682 he went to the Gymnasium at Gera, and three years later to the university of Wittenberg. Here he made a special ... 

Show more
From Gottfried Arnold - LoveToKnow 1911 - Related web pages
www.1911encyclopedia.org/Gottfried_Arnold


	 1688
	1688 - In 1699-1700 appeared, published at Frankfort-on- the-Maine, Gottfried Arnold's 'Impartial History of the Church and of Heresies, from the birth of Christ to the year 1688.'Arnold had in early life been associated with the Pietists, and had come to ... 

Show more
From The Church in Germany - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=HB5JAAAAMAAJ&pg ...


	 1692
	Mar 1692 - Als er auf dessen Veranlassung im März 1692 sich in Berlin einfand, hat man es. ganz persönliches Regiment über die evangelischen Kirchen geführt hat. 

Show more
From Geschichte Des Pietismus - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=jqafnH1w0NwC&pg ...


	 1694
	1694 - We may, however, gain an idea of the extent and the bitterness of the persecution to which the so-called sectarians, enthusiasts, and fanatics were subjected from the fact that a considerable number of these "witnesses to the truth" as Gottfried Arnold calls them ...
Show more
From Goethes Faust, Erster Teil - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=m-NLAAAAMAAJ&pg=PR21 ...


	 1697
	1697 - Here he promptly resolved to remain orthodox and to use the theological tools made available to him by his studies against the Pietists. This resolve came to an end, however, in1697. In that year Dippel, now under the influence of Gottfried Arnold, experienced ...
Show more
From German Pietism During the Eighteenth Century - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=y8w3AAAAIAAJ&pg ...


	 1698
	1698 - Johann Hein- rich Reitz's History of the Reborn, the first part of which was published in1698, is an important example of this new written tradition,65 as is the significant Impartial History of the Church and Heresy from the pen of Gottfried Arnold (1666 ... 
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From Religion and Culture in Early Modern Europe, 1500-1800 - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=rwhKUTQAaJ0C&pg ...


	 1699
	1699 - The radical Pietist Gottfried Arnold (1666-1714) published his landmark work Impartial History of Churches and Heretics in 1699. Arnold shocked many by arguing that it was the heretics—among whom he gave prominent place to Böhme—who represented the true ...
Show more
From Hegel and the Hermetic Tradition - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=NFIOpySKxw0C&pg=PA47 ...


	 1700
	1700 - 23 GOTTFRIED ARNOLD, Unparteiische Kirchen- und Ketzerhistorie, Teil I, Buch. XI , Cap. I, 29 = Ausgabe Frankfurt aM 1700, Bd. 1, 325.
From Glaubenswelt und Lebenswelten - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=aVxzN7yGjkcC&pg ...


	 1714
	1714 - Zum Verhältnis zwischen Thomasius und Arnold vgl. Martin Pott, Christian Thomasius und Gottfried Arnold, in: Gottfried Arnold (1666-1714). Mit einer Bibliographie der Arnold-Literatur ab 1714, hg. v. Dietrich Blaufuß u.
From Ausgewählte Werke - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=zlVSjlzbMy8C&pg=PR34 ...


	 1718
	1718 - His attitude offended many Pietists, but the Lutheran Orthodox were most bitter towards Arnold. Colerus, in 1718, proposed the following epitaph: Here lies Gottfried Arnold, not so much a theologian, as the bitterest enemy of orthodox theologians; the ...
Show more
From Always Reforming - Related web pages
books.google.com/books?id=72Ulz0fpr4cC&pg ...
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